


THE curse of Meroz is a warning to
every Seventh-day Adventist leader,

pastor and layman. Consider this warn-
ing: "Curse ye Moroz, said the angel of
the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabi-
tants thereof; because they came not to
the help of the Lord, to the help of the
Lord against the mighty." Judges 5:23.
Meroz was a section of Israel, God's
church, who decided to stay neutral until
the battle was decided. They refused to
come to the help of the Lord in a very
strategic time. Because of their neutral-
ity, God cursed them.

God speaks through His last-day
prophet: "A bitter curse is pronounced
on those who come not to the help of the
Lord." Testimonies, vol. 2, 166.

"What astonishing deception and
fearful blindness had, like a dark cloud,
covered Israel! This blindness and apos-
tasy had not closed about them suddenly;
it had come upon them gradually as they
had not heeded the word of reproof and
warning which the Lord had sent to them
because of their pride and their sins. And
now, in this fearful crisis, in the presence
of the idolatrous priests and the apostate
king, they remained neutral. If God ab-
hors one sin above another, of which His
people are guilty, it is doing nothing in
case of an emergency. Indifference and
neutrality in a religious crisis is regarded
of God as a grievous crime and equal to
the very worst type of hostility against
God." Ibid., vol. 3, 280-281.
The church members in Meroz were

determined not to be on the losing side,
but they committed a grievous crime
against God, and they were cursed. God
tells us, "There is more hope of an open
enemy than of one who is neutral."
Review and Herald, vol. 4, 386.

Many today are staying neutral. They
do not want to be involved. fn the con-
troversy over truth, they are not prepared

2 Our Firm Fount/arion July 1993

to give an answer for the hope that is in
them with meekness and fear. They have
no experience in victory over their heredi-
tary and cultivated weakness to sin. They
have not a daily personal relationship with
Jesus. Because they do not, they misinter-
pret the straight testimony to be criticism.
They look at those who are crying out
against the apostasy in the church as
troublers of Israel. They may even con-
sider themselves conservative, historic
Seventh-day Adventists in their beliefs.
But because they remain silent they are
under the curse. To stand for truth, we
must know the truth, and then by the
power of the Holy Spirit live the truth.
Thus we become witnesses for Jesus.

The prophet of the Lord tells us that
the majority of Seventh-day Adventists
will reject the straight testimony and
join the ranks of the enemy. See Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 136, 477; vol. 8, 41;
Selected Messages, book 1, 122; The
Great Controversy, 608.

We are also told that the apostasy will
continue to increase until Jesus comes:
"Satanic agencies in human form will
take part in this last great conflict to
oppose the building up of the kingdom of
God. And heavenly angels in human guise
will be on the field of action. The two
opposing parties will continue to exist till
the closing up of the last great chapter in
this world's history. Satanic agencies are
in every city. We cannot afford to be off
our guard for one moment. The true,
staunch believers will pray more and
more, and will talk less of matters of little
consequence. More and more decided
testimonies will come from their Ijps to
encourage the weak and the needy. This is
no time for the people of God to be
weaklings, neither one thing nor the other.
Let all be diligent students of the Word.
We must be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might. We cannot live hap-
hazard lives and be true Christians." Re-
view and Herald, vol. 5, 532.

As I travel the world preaching the
everlasting gospel, the sanctuary message
and the three angels' messages, [ have
talked to many people who are either

under censure or have been disfellow-
shiped for believing the historic doctrines
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
which have been so clearly defined by our
prophet and the pioneers. These people
are considered divisive because they con-
tinuously stand for truth and oppose the
error being preached from their pulpits.
They are being brought before church
business meetings and told that they must
not attend meetings conducted by so-
called independent ministries. Many
times others. who believe themselves to
be historic Seventh-day Adventists, will
not speak out in their defense. They are
then preparing themselves to receive the
curse of Meraz. They are departing from
the faith, and by their neutrality they are
rising up against the straight testimony
that God says must come to the Laodicean
church in this final crisis hour.

Again, God speaks to us in 1993:
"According to the light that God has
given me in vision, wickedness and de-
ception are increasing among God's
people who profess to keep His com-
mandments. Spiritual discernment to see
sin as it exists. and then to put it out of
the camp, is decreasing among God's
people; and spiritual blindness is fast
coming upon them. The straight testi-
mony must be revived, and it will sepa-
rate those from [srael who have ever
been at war with the means that God has
ordained to keep corruptions out of the
church. Wrongs must be called wrongs.
Grievous sins must be called by their
right name. All of God's people should
come nearer to Him and wash their robes
of character in the blood of the Lamb.
Then will they see sin in the true light
and will realize how offensive it is in the
sight of God." Testimonies, vol. 3, 324;
see also Early Writings, 270.
Let us not remain silent when the truth

is under attack, lest we appear to remain
neutral and commit a grievous crime
against God. May we not receive the
curse of Meraz because we have refused
to come up to the help of the Lord.

Ron Spear-EDITOR
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The Duty ofConfession

confessed sins of
which he himself was
not guilty, and be-
sought the mercy of
God, that he might
bring his brethren to
see their sins, and with
him to humble their
hearts before the Lord.
But I am now

speaking of actual mis-
takes and errors that

those who really love God and the truth
sometimes commit. There is manifested
on the part ofmen in responsible positions
an unwillingness to confess where they
have been in the wrong; and their neglect
is working disaster, not only to them-
selves, but to the churches. Our people
everywhere have great need of humbling
the heart before God, and confessing their
sins. But when it is known that their
ministers, elders, or other responsible
meo, have taken wrong positions, and yet
excuse themselves and make no confes-
sion, the members of the church too often
follow the same course. Thus many souls
are endangered, and the presence and
power of God are shut away from His
people.

The apostle Paul exhorts, "Lift up the
hands which hang down, and the feeble
knees; and make straight paths for your
feet, lest that which is lame be turned out
of the way; but let it rather be healed."

CONFESS your
faults one to
another, and

pray one for another,
that ye may be heaJed.
The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous
man availeth much."
James 5:16. If these
words of inspiration
were obeyed, they
would lead to such re-
sults as are set forth by the apostle Peter:
"Seeing ye have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye
love one another with a pure heart fer-
vently." 1 Peter 1:22.

All are fallible, all make mistakes and
fall into sin; but if the wrongdoer is willing
to see his errors, as they are made plain by
the convicting Spirit of God, and in hunUl-
ity of heart will confess them to God and to
the brethren, then he may be restored; then
the wound that sin has made will be healed.
If this course were pursued, there would be
in the church much more childlike simplic-
ity and brotherly love, heart beating in
unison with heart.
The ministers of the Word, and others

who fill responsible positions, as well as
the body of the church, need this spirit of
humility and contrition. The apostle Peter
writes to those who labor in the gospel:
"Feed the flock of God which is among

you, taking the oversight thereof, not by
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as
being lords over God's heritage, but
being ensamples to the flock. And when
the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not
away. Likewise, ye younger, submit
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you
be subject one to another, and be clothed
with humility: for God resisteth the
proud, and giveth grace to the humble.
Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time: casting all your care
upon him; for he careth for you." 1 Peter
5:2-7.

The prophet Daniel was drawing very
near to God when he was seeking Him
with confession and humiliation of soul.
He did not try to excuse himself or his
people, but acknowledged the full extent
of their transgression. In their behalf he

G.
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who acknowledge reproof and correction
.1. as from God, and are thus enabled to see and
correct their errors, are learning precious lessons,
even from their mistakes. Their apparent defeat is
turned into victory.

Hebrews 12:12-13. What hann has been
wrought through neglect to heed this ad-
monition! Suppose that one brother mis-
judges another. He might have had oppor-
tunity to learn whether his suspicions
were well-founded; but instead of waiting
to do this, he repeats to others his sunnis-
ings. Thus evil thoughts are stirred in
them, and the evil becomes widespread.
And all the time the one pronounced
guilty is not told of the matter; there is no
investigation, no inquiry is made directly
of him, so that he may have an opportu-
nity either to acknowledge his fault or to
clear himself from unjust suspicion. A
serious wrong has been done him because
his brethren had not the moral courage to
go directly to him and talk with him freely
in the spirit of Christian love. From all
who have thus neglected their duty, con-
fession is due; and none will shrink from
it who deem it of any importance for them
to seek to answer the prayer of Christ:
"Neither pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on me
through their word; that they all may be
one; as thou, Father, 3rt in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that
the world may believe that thou hast sent
me. And the glory which thou gavest me I
have given them; that they may be one,
even as we 3re one: I in them, and thou in
me, that they may be made perfect in one;
and that the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me." John 17:20-23.

How can this prayer be answered by
one who has wronged his brother, and
whose heart is not softened by the grace of
Christ so that he will make confession?
How can his brethren, who know the
facts, still have unshaken confidence in
him, while he seems to feel no conviction
of the Spirit of God? He is doing a wrong
to the whole church, and especially if he
occupies a position of responsibility; for
he is encouraging others to disregard the
Word of God, to pass along with sins
unconfessed. Many a one will say in
heart, if not in words, "There is an elder of
the church; he does not make confession
of his errors, and yet he remains an
honored member of the church. If he does
not confess, neither will I. If he feels that
it is perfectly safe for him not to show any
contrition, I, too, will risk it."

This reasoning is all wrong; neverthe-
less it is common. The church is leavened
with the spirit of self-justification, a dis-
position to confess nothing, to make no
signs of humiliation. Who is willing to
bear the responsibility of this state of

things? Who has turned the lame out of
the way?

My brethren, if you have thus placed a
stumbling stone in the path of others, your
first duty is to remove it, by doing justice
to your brother. You have thought evil of
him, you have said things untrue, because
you have gathered up hearsay; you
worked in blindness of mind, and now, if
you would cure the wound, confess your
mistake, and seek to be in complete har-
mony with your brother. This is the only
way to correct your errors. Confess to
your brother, and bind him close to your

heart, so that you can labor together in
love and unity. The rules are plainly laid
down in God's Word. Whether you have
been a minister, the president of a Confer-
ence, the superintendent of a Sabbath
school, or a teacher in the Sabbath school,
or have held important positions in any
branch of the work, there is but one right
course for you to pursue.
If you have misjudged your brother, if

you have in the least degree weakened his
influence, so that the message which God
has given him to bear has been made of
little or no effect, your sin does not rest
merely with the individual, but you have
resisted the Spirit of God; your attitude,
your words, have been against your
Saviour. Jesus says, "Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me." Mat-
thew 25:40. He identifies His interest with
that of every human soul, believer or
unbeliever. That God who marks the fall
of a sparrow, marks your deportment and
your feelings; He marks your envy, your
prejudice, your attempt to justify your
action in the least matter of injustice.
When you misconceive the words and
acts of another, and your own feelings 3re
stirred, so that you make incorrect state-
ments, and it is known that you are at
variance with your brother, you lead
others, through their confidence in you, to
regard him just as you do; and the root of
bitterness springing up, many are defiled.

When it is evident that your feelings are
incorrect, do you try just as diligently to
remove the erroneous impressions as you
did to make them? In these matters the
Spirit of Christ has been grieved. The
Saviour accounts these things as done to
Himself.

Now God requires that you who have
thus done the least injustice to another
shall confess your fault, not only to the
one you have injured, but to those who
through your influence have been led to
regard their brother in a false light, and to
make of none effect the work God has

given him to do. Ifpride and stubbornness
close your lips, your sin will stand against
you on the heavenly record. By repent-
ance and confession you can have pardon
registered against your name; or you can
resist the conviction of the Spirit of God,
and, during the rest of your life, work to
make it appear that your wrong feelings
and unjust conclusions could not be
helped. But there stands the action, there
stands the evil committed, there stands the
ruin of those in whose hearts you planted
the root of bitterness; there are the feel-
ings and words of envy, of evil-surmising,
that grew into jealousy and prejudice. All
these testify against you. The Lord de-
clares, "I have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love. Re-
member therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works;
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent." Revelation
2:4-5.
The question is not whether you see as

your brother does on controverted points;
but what spirit has characterized your
actions? Have you an experience in close
self-examination, in humbling the heart
before God? Have you made it a practice
of your life to confess your errors to God
and to your brethren? All are liable to err;
therefore the Word of God tells us plainly
how to correct and heal these mistakes.
None can say that he never makes a
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The multitude of deceptions that will prevail
in these last days will encircle you, and you

will change leaders, and not know that you
have done so.

mistake, that he never sinned at all; but it
is important to consider what disposition
you make of these wrongs. The apostle
Paul made grievous mistakes, all the time
thinking that he was doing God seIVice;
but when the Spirit of the Lord set the
matter before him in its true light, he
confessed his wrongdoing, and afterward
acknowledged the great mercy of God in
forgiving his transgression. You also may
have done wrong, thinking you were per-
fectly right; but when time reveals your
error, then it is your duty to humble the
heart, and confess your sin. Fall on the
Rock and be broken; then Jesus can give
you a new heart, a new spirit.

The words of David are the prayer of
the repentant soul: "Have mercy upon me,
o God, according to thy lovingkindness:
according unto the multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash
me throughly from mine iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowl-
edge my transgressions: and my sin is
ever before me.... Hide thy face from my
sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; and
renew a right spirit within me. Cast me
not away from thy presence; and take not
thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me
the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me
with thy free Spirit. Then will I teach

transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall
be converted unto thee. Deliver me from
blood-guiltiness, 0 God, thou God of my
salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud
of thy righteousness. 0 Lord, open thou
my lips; and my mouth shall show forth
thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice;
else would I give it: thou delightest not in
burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite
heart, 0 God, thou wilt not despise."
Psalm 51:1-3, 9-17.

Whatever the character of your sin,
confess it. If it is against God only, confess
only to Him. If you have wronged or
offended others, confess also to them, and
the blessing of the Lord will rest upon you.
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In this way you die to self, and Christ is
formed within. Thus you may establish
yourself in the confidence of your brethren,
and may be a help and blessing to them.

When, under the temptations of Satan,
men faB into error, and their words and
deportment are not Christlike, they may
not realize their condition, because sin is
deceptive, and tends to deaden the moral
perceptions. But through self-examina-
tion, searching of the Scriptures, and
humble prayer, they will, by the aid of the
Holy Spirit, be enabled to see their mis-
take. If they then confess their sins and
turn from them, the tempter will not ap-
pear to them as an angel of light, but as a
deceiver, an accuser of those whom God
desires to use to His glory. Those who
acknowledge reproof and correction as
from God, and are thus enabled to see and
correct their errors, are learning precious
lessons, even from their mistakes. Their
apparent defeat is turned into victory.
They stand trusting not to theit own
strength, but to the strength of God. They
have earnestness, zeal, and affection,
united with humility, and regulated by the
precepts of God's Word. Thus they bring
forth the peaceable fruits of righteous-
ness. The Lord can teach them His will,
and they shall know the doctrine, whether
it be of God. They walk not stumblingly,

but safely, in a path where the light of
heaven shines.

There must be with all our laborers a
spirit of meekness, of penitence. God
requires that those who minister in word
and doctrine shall serve Him with all the
powers of body and mind. Our consecra-
tion to God must be unreserved, our love
ardent, our faith unwavering. Then the
expressions of the lips will testify to the
quickened intelligence of the mind and
the deep movings of the Spirit of God
upon the soul.

Men in the highest positions need to
realize that they are as dependent upon
God as are the humblest of their brethren.
The greater their light and the clearer their

knowledge of the truth, the greater is their
responsibility. If they are clothed with the
righteousness of Christ, they will have a
humble estimation of themselves. In the
worship of God, and in confession of sin,
they will be as the lowliest of His crea-
tures, while at the same time they will
take the lead and set the example in
everything that is pure and noble. They
will be despised by many for their piety,
humility, and conscientiousness. They
will be a byword and a hissing to those
who, while they profess godliness, arc not
connected with God. But they will be
honored by Heaven, and by men whose
hearts have not been hardened by rejec-
tion of light.

Brethren, I see your peril, and again I
ask, Do you who err make any effort to
correct the wrong? Souls may be stum-
bling along, walking in darkness, because
you have not made straight paths for your
feet. If you are in positions of trust, I
appeal the morc earnestly to you, for your
own souls' sake and for the sake of those
who look to you as guides, repent before
God for every mistake made, and confess
your error.
If you indulge stubbornness of heart,

and through pride and self-righteousness
do not confess your faults, you will be left
subject to Satan's temptations. Ifwhen the
Lord reveals your errors you do not repent
or make confession, His providence will
bring you over the ground again and
again. You will be left to make mistakes
of a similar character, you will continue to
lack wisdom, and will call sin righteous-
ness, and righteousness sin. The multitude
of deceptions that will prevail in these last
days will encircle you, and you will
change leaders, and not know that you
have done so.

I ask you who are handling sacred
things, I ask the individual members of
the church, Have you confessed your
sins? If not, begin now; for your souls are
in great peril. If you die with your
takes concealed, unconfessed, you die in
your sins. The mansions that Jesus has
gone to prepare for all who love Him, will
be peopled by those who are free from sin.
But sins that are not confessed wHl never
be forgiven; the name of him who thus
rejects the grace of God will be blotted
out of the book of life. The time is at hand
when every secret thing shall be brought
into judgment, and then there will be
many confessions made that will astonish
the world. The secrets of all hearts will be
revealed. The confession of sin will be
most public. The sad part of it is that



God could not have blessed you without
sanctioning sin and confirming you in

unbelief. You have been deceiving yourselves
and deceiving others, and the Holy Spirit will
never by its work or witness make God a liar.

confession then made will be too late to
benefit the wrongdoer or to save others
from deception. It only testifies that his
condemnation is just. He gained nothing
by his pride and self-sufficiency and stub-
bornness, for his own life was embittered,
he ruined his own character so that he was
not a fit subject of heaven, and by his
influence he led others to ruin.
To your friends you may now so rep-

resent your course of action as to make a
pretty fair showing for yourselves. To one
who does not know the objectionable
features of your character, it may be an
easy matter for you to present plausible
excuses for your indecision, your un-
willingness to confess your sins. But how
will these excuses stand with Him who
judgeth righteously? Will you present the
same reasoning when you arc brought
before the tribunal of God, when the eye
of the Lord is fixed upon you, and the
angels of heaven are looking on? It is thus
that every man's account must be yielded
up. What, then, can any of you gain by
being untrue to himself, giving to others a
representation which you could not in any
case lay before God?

The Lord reads every secret of the
heart. He knows all things. You may now
close the book of your remembrance, in
order to escape confessing your sins; but
when the judgment shall sit, and the books
shall be opened, you cannot close them.
The recording angel has testified that
which is true. All that you have tried to
conceal and forget is registered, and will
be read to you when it is too late for
wrongs to be righted. Then you will be
overwhelmed with despair. Oh, it is a
terrible thing that so many are trifling
with eternal interests, closing the heart
against any course of action which shall
involve confession!
You who have erred and have made

crooked paths for your feet, so that others
who look to you for an example have been
turned out of the way, have you no confes-
sion to make? You who have sowed
doubts and unbelief in the hearts of others,
have you nothing to say to God or to your
brethren? Review your course for years in
the past, you who have not formed a habit
of confessing your sins. Consider your
words, your attitude, you whose influence
has counteracted the message of the Spirit
of God, you that have despised both the
message and the messenger. After seeing
the fruit borne by the message, what have
you to say? Weigh your spirit, your ac-
tions, in the balance of eternal justice, the
law of God: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy

God with all thy heart, and . . . thy
neighbor as thyself." Matthew 22:37, 39.
Unless your sins are canceled, they will
testify against you at that day when
every work shall pass in review before
God.

Confession would break up the fallow
ground of the heart; it would rid you of
your pride and self-complacency. While
you neglect this work, wonder not that the
Holy Spirit has not softened your heart

and led you into all truth. God could not
have blessed you without sanctioning sin
and confirming you in unbelief. You have
been deceiving yourselves and deceiving
others, and the Holy Spirit will never by
its work or witness make God a liar.

Away with your quibbling and cavil-
ing! Say not with a smile, "It is not
expected that any man can be perfect";
that you do not claim to be inspired. This
is a pitiable mask. What is the need of the
Holy Spirit, if it teaches you only what
your finite judgment already assents to?
In His providence, God has followed up
His written Word with testimonies of
warning to lead you to the truths of His
Word. He has pitied the ignorance of man,
has pitied the proud, rebellious soul, and
has presented help to lead you away from
unbelief to faith, if you would be led. God
has loved you too well to spare your
feelings; He has given you warnings and
reproofs to save you. But you have made
light of the warnings and entreaties, and
have refused to heed them.

Will you seck the Lord during this
week of prayer? Will you humble the
heart before God, confess your sins, and
find mercy and forgiveness? r beseech
you, "seek ye the Lord while he may be
found, call ye upon him while he is near:
let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and he will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon." Isaiah 55:6-7.
Look in faith to the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world.

It is not now too late for wrongs to be
righted. Christ invites you to come and
take of the water of life freely. Let no man
deceive you with the sophistry that ex-
cuses sin. Tell every man who makes light
of the warnings and reproofs of the Spirit
of God, that you dare not do this yourself
any longer; that although the eyes of your
understanding have been blinded, and you
have been misled, and have come to
wrong decisions, you will not be deceived

and blinded longer. Come out of the cave,
and stand with God on the mount, and see
what the Lord has to say to yOll. Have
implicit faith in God, and do not depend
upon self.
HBlessed is he whose transgression is

forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is
the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no
guile. .. I acknowledged my sin unto
thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I
said, Jwill confess my transgressions unto
the Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity
of my sin." Psalm 32:1-2, 5.
"The sacrifices of God are a broken

spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 0
God, thou wilt not despise." Psalm 51:17.
"For thus saith the high and lofty One that
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; r
dwell in the high and holy place, with him
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to
revive the heart of the contrite ones."
Isaiah 57:15.
And to all who seek Him with true

repentance, God gives the assurance: "I
have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins:
return unto me; for Ihave redeemed thee."
Isaiah 44:22. These promises are full of
comfort and hope and peace. 0

Review and Herald, December 16, 1890.
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Fit Guests for the Wedding
I SUPPOSE that most of us have read

the insert in the November 5, 1992,
issue of the North American Division

Adventist Review, entitled The Seventh-
day Adventist Church & Certain Private
Organizations. On page 8 we have a most
encouraging statement:

"[Any other group] may believe that
they are right and the church is wrong.
That is their privilege. In that case they
should attempt to persuade the church to
restudy the matter and possibly change
direction. "

With this fairly stated invitation to
historic Adventism to present its case, I
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am taking the opportunity to make just
such an attempt. That this article presents
the true historic Adventist view of our
subject is evident from the fact that the
biblical evidence presented will be con-
firmed by Ellen White, who was herself a
pioneer in OUf church, as well as God's
last-day messenger to the remnant. I make
no apology for the extensive use of her
writings. My thesis, that one must indeed
put on the garment of Christ's righteous-
ness before His second coming, is based
on Matthew 22:1-14:
"And Jesus answered and spake unto

them again by parables, and said, The

kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain
king, which made a marriage for his son,
and sent forth his servants to call them
that were bidden to the wedding: and they
would not come. Again, he sent forth
other servants, saying, Tell them which
are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are
killed, and all things are ready: come unto
the marriage. But they made light of it,
and went their ways, one to his farm,
another to his merchandise: and the rem-
nant took his servants, and entreated them
spitefully, and slew them. But when the
king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he
sent forth his armies, and destroyed those
murderers, and burned up their city. Then
saith he to his servants, The wedding is
ready, but they which were bidden were
not worthy. Go ye therefore into the high-
ways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to
the marriage. So those servants went out
into the highways, and gathered together
all as many as they found, both bad and
good: and the wedding was furnished with
guests. And when the king came in to see
the guests, he saw there a man which had
not on a wedding garment: And he saith
unto him, Friend, how earnest thou in
hither not having a wedding garment?
And he was speechless. Then said the
king to the servants, Bind him hand and
foot, and take him away, and cast him into
outer darkness; there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. For many are called,
but few are chosen." The importance of
this parable can hardly be overestimated.
Sister White comments:

"The parable of the wedding garment
opens before us a lesson of the highest
consequence. By the marriage is repre-
sented the union ofhurnanity with divinity;
the wedding garment represents the char-
acter which all must possess who shall be
accounted fit guests for the wedding."
Christ's Object Lessons, 307; all emphasis
added unless otherwise noted. Why is the
lesson of this parable so important that its
acceptance or rejection is of the highest
consequence? The reason is that those who
accept its message will receive etemallife,
while those who reject its message will be
eternally lost. Let us examine briefly the
context of the parable before we concen-
trate on the wedding garment.

The first invitation to the wedding was
the gospel invitation given by Christ's
disciples and rejected by the Jewish
people. The second invitation was "borne
to the Jewish nation after the crucifixion
of Christ," (ibid., 308) but it was also
rejected. Those who scorned the king's



I s it possible for anyone to be so deceived asto think that he can continue living in sin
until Christ comes, and still be saved?

invitation, and persecuted and killed his
servants, were destroyed. The third invita-
tion was given to the Gentiles. As many as
they could find were bidden to the wed-
ding, both good and bad.

Ellen White takes up the story:
"When the king came in to view the

guests, the real character of all was re-
vealed. For every guest at the feast there
had been provided a wedding garment.
This garment was a gift from the king. By
wearing it the guests showed their respect
for the giver of the feast. But one man was
clothed in his common citizen dress. He
had refused to make the preparation re-
quired by the king. The garment provided
for him at great cost he disdained to wear.
Thus he insulted his lord. To the king's
demand, 'How earnest thou in hither not
having a wedding garment?' he could
answer nothing. He was self-condemned.
Then the king said, 'Bind him hand and
foot, and take him away, and cast him into
outer darkness.' " Ibid., 309.

This man lost his life because he arro-
gantly refused to accept the king's condi-
tion for attending the feast. In effect he said,
"No one is going to tell me what I must
wear to attend the king's feast!" Remem-
ber, "The wedding garment represents the
character which all must possess who shall
be accounted fit guests for the wedding."

At this point, it may be well to ask, Is
it possible for anyone to be so deceived as
to think that he can continue living in sin
until Christ comes, and still be saved?
Unfortunately and sadly, there are those
who believe this way. Sometimes they are
even pastors, with tragic influence on
those who follow them. It is never safe to
follow men, only Christ. Even the apostle
Paul's bidding to follow him was predi-
cated upon his being a follower of Christ.
See 1 Corinthians 11:1. Consider Peter's
statement in 1 Peter 3:21-22:

"Christ also suffered for us, leaving us
an example, rhal ye should follow his
steps: who did no sin, neither was guile
found in his mouth."

Here Peter actually defines what it
means to follow in Christ's steps, the
Christ who did no sin, who had no deceit
or guile in his mouth. Here is a personal
experience:

After heart surgery and early retire-
ment in 1986, since we were uncertain as
to where we wanted to live, my wife and I
stored our furniture and started traveling
west in our motor home. As it was now
fall, our thought was to find a com-
fortable, warm place by the Pacific Ocean
to spend the winter. As we traveled, how-

ever, we decided to make a small detour
and visit a little church where I was once
pastor. Being welcomed with open arms
by the members, we decided to stay. The
pastor came only for the Sabbath services
once a month, since most of his time was
spent with his larger church.

After two months we bought a mobile
home and settled down to what we thought
would be a quiet, peaceful and spiritually
rewarding retirement, helping a small
church in need. However, it was not to be.

A few months later, while I was teach-
ing the adult Sabbath school class, the

pastor suddenly interrupted the lesson
with a totally unrelated subject. The ensu-
ing discussion took over ninety percent of
our lesson time, but because of space
limitations in this article I can repeat only
a few short statements. I will never forget
them, for he reiterated them several times
and even continued the discussion in the
same vein at the potluck which followed
the services.

Here are his statements:
1. What I profess is what counts; works

mean nothing. 2. I can sleep with my neigh-
bor's wife and still get into the kingdom of
heaven. (I can keep on sinning and still be
saved.) 3. It is impossible to obey God's
conunandments. 4. Jesus wiU give me a
perfect character when He comes. And in a
subsequent discussion, he said: 5. Victory
over all sin in this life is impossible. I am sure
that many faithful and godly ministers would
abhor this line of reasoning.

Let us now examine these assertions.
Are these concepts what our pioneers
believed and taught? Ellen White has this
comment:
"By the king's examination of the

guests at the feast is represented a work of
judgment. The guests at the gospel feast
are those who profess to serve God, those
whose names are written in the book of
life. But nol all who profess 10 be Chris-
tians are true disciples. Before the final
reward is given, it must be decided who
are fitted to share the inheritance of the

righteous. This decision must be made
prinr to the second coming of Christ in the
clouds of heaven; for when He comes, His
reward is with Him, 'to give every man
according as his work shall be.' Revela-
tion 22: 12. Before His coming, then, the
character of every man's work will have
been determined, and to every one of
Christ's followers the reward will have
been apportioned according to his deeds."
Ibid., 310. Did you notice the thrust of this
paragraph? One can profess to be a Chris-
tian and still not be a true disciple. Ob-
viously, profession alone is not enough.

"II is nol enough 10 make a profession
of faith in Christ and have our names
registered on the church roll. 'He that
keepeth his commandments dwelleth in
him, and he in him. And hereby we know
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which
he hath given us.' 'Hereby we do know
that we know him, if we keep his com-
mandments.' 1 John 3:24; 2:3. [Verse 4:
'He that saith, J know him, and keepeth
not his commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him. '] This is the genuine
evidence of conversion. Whatever our
profession, it amounts to nothing unless
Christ is revealed in works of righteous-
ness." Ibid., 312.

And so we see that profession alone is
worthless. It must be accompanied by
works of righteousness. What are the re-
wards that Jesus will bring with Him?
Eternal life and eternal death. Romans 6:23
says: wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord." It is the character that we
possess that determines the reward we will
receive when Jesus comes back to this earth
to claim His own. Notice this statement:

"ChrIst is waiting with longing desire
for the manifestation of Himself in His
church. When the character of Christ shall
be perfecily reproduced in His people,
then He will come to claim them for His
own." Ibid., 691.

Christ's people are not ready for His
coming until His character is perfectly

July 1993 Our Firm Foundation 9



Never should we lower the standard of
righteousness in order to accommodate

inherited or cultivated tendencies to
wrongdoing. We need to understand that
imperfection of character is sin.

reproduced in them. And so in His mercy,
Christ is still waiting for us to put on the
wedding gannent. The pastor was correct
in saying that Christ will give us a perfect
character, but his timing was off. We must
have received His perfect character before
Christ's coming, and not when He comes.
Consider this statement:

"There will be no future probation in
which to prepare for eternity. It is in this
life that we are to put on the robe of
Christ's righteousness. This is our only
opportunity to form characters for the

home which Christ has made rcady for
those who obey His commandments.

"The days of our probation are fast
closing. The end is near. To us the warning is
given, 'Take heed to yourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeit-
ing, and drunkenness, and cares of this life,
and so that day come upon you unawares.'
Luke 21:34. Beware lest it find you unready.
Take heed lest you be found at the King's
feast without a wedding garment.

(( 'In such an hour as yc think not the
Son of man cometh.' (Blessed is he that
watcheth, and keepeth his garments
[meaning the wedding garment, the robe
of Christ's righteousness], lest he walk
naked, and they see his shame.' Matthew
24:44; Revelation 16:15." Ibid., 319.

We should always remember that "We
are aU as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags," Isaiah
64:6. Our own robe of righteousness is
filthy. More than that, it is a rag! It is full
of holes! It is no wonder that those
without the wedding garment are de-
scribed as walking naked, to their shame.
Now let us take a closer look at the
marriage supper of the Lamb as described
in Revelation 19:7-9:

"Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honor to him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herselfready. And to her was granted that
she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white: for the fine linen is the right-
eousness of saints. And he saith unto me,
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Write, Blessed are they which are called
unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.
And he saith unto me, These are the true
sayings of God."

The Lamb is Jesus. His wife or bride is
the church. Notice that "His wife hath
made herself ready." Is this not what
every bride does before the wedding? She
does not appear for the wedding dressed
in filthy rags and expect the groom to
hand her a beautiful wedding gown. No
bride would be that foolish. Now look at
the wedding dress. It is made of fine linen,

clean and white. It is not filthy, but pure.
There are no holes in it; it is not a rag.
What does the wedding dress represent?
The righteousness of saints. It represents
the righteousness of God's people when
they appear at the wedding. But where did
it come from? It was granted to her. It was
given to her. By whom? By the Bride-
groom, the King, who is none other than
King Jesus. [Remember, this parable is
different from the one found in Matthew
22:1-14, and the symbols arc interpreted
differently.] It is Jesus, the true Witness of
Revelation 3:18 who invites us to buy of
Him "white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy naked-
ness do not appear."

Does this invitation to buy sound like
a contradiction? We are told to buy the
white raiment in Revelation 3, and then
we are told that it will be given to us in
Revelation 19. Does it cost us something?
Yes, it does. Not money, but a surrendered
heart. The problem is that we do not want
to surrender. It goes against our natural
desires. We like to do our own thing.

When our oldest daughter was about
four years old, I asked her to do something.
When I found out later that she had not
done it, I asked her why she had not obeyed
me. Her answer was: '(I wanted to do what
you asked me to do, but Iwanted to do what
I wanted to do, too." She had an internal
conflict. When it comes to obeying God,
the unsurrendered heart is always in con-
flict. What is the solution? Would it not be

wonderful if we could both obey God and
at the same time have our own way?
Believe it or not, there is a way:

"All true obedience comes from the
heart. It was heart work with Christ. And
if we consent, He will so identify Himself
with our thoughts and aims, so blend our
hearts and minds into conformity to His
will, that when obeying Him we shall be
but carrying out our own impulses." The
Desire ofAges, 668.

Is that not wonderful? If we allow
Jesus to come into our hearts, He will so
guide our thoughts, aims and minds that
our wills are blended with His. Then when
we obey Him, we are simply doing what
we want to do. But that is not all:

"The will, refined and sanctified, will
find its highest delight in doing His serv-
ice. When we know God as it is our
privilege to know Him, our life will be a
life of continual obedience. Through an
appreciation of the character of Christ,
through communion with God, sin will
become hateful to us." Ibid. Is not this
what God meant when He told Satan in
the garden: "I will put enmity between
thee and the woman"? Genesis 3:15. This
hatred of sin is put in our hearts by God
Himself. But, docs God really expect us to
gain perfection? Yes, indeed. Not only
does He expect it, but He requires it of us.

"He [God] chooses His agents not
because they are perfect but because,
through a connection with Him, they may
gain perfection. ... God will accept only
those who are determined to aim high. He
places every human agent under obliga-
tion to do his best. Moral perfection is
required ofall. Never should we lower the
standard of righteousness in order to ac-
commodate inherited or cultivated ten-
dencies to wrongdoing. We need to under·
stand that imperfection of character is
sin. All righteous attributes of character
dwell in God as a perfect, harmonious
whole, and every one who receives Christ
as a personal Saviour is privileged to
possess these attributes." Christ's Object
Lessons, 330.

Yes, friends, we can indeed possess
the righteous character of God. Many
years ago, I met the son of one of our
church members. He told me that he had
given up the struggle to live a Christian
life. It just was not worth it. Since that
decision, he claimed that he had real
peace and contentment. No more guilt
trips about anything. He was one of two
men I encountered in my experience who
seemed to me to have reached a point of
no return. He had no interest in religion



I f even a few of the corrupt "professed peopleof God" were allowed to slip into heaven, the
universe would again be corrupted. Sin is like a
cancer; if it is not destroyed, it will destroy us.

whatsoever. Has God ever told us that the
Christian life will be easy? Jesus did say
in Matthew 11:28-30:

"Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

Rest from what? Rest from the burden
of sin. What a relief it is to be free from
this burden! Never forget that the way of
the transgressor is hard. However, while
our yoke is easy and our burden light, we
still have a battle to fight:

"But Christ has given us no assurance
that to attain perfection of character is an
easy matter. A noble, all-round character
is not inherited. It does not come to us by
accident. A noble character is earned by
individual effort through the merits and
grace of Christ. God gives the talents, the
powers of the mind; we form the charac-
ter. Ie is formed by hard. stern hOllIes with
self. Conflict after conflict must be waged
against hereditary tendencies. We shall
have to criticize ourselves closely, and
allow not one unfavorable trait to remain
uncorrected." Ibid., 33l.

With whom is the battle? It is with
self. It is not only with Satan, who is a
defeated foe, but primarily with self. Now
look closely at this very next paragraph:

"Let no one say, I cannot remedy my
defects of character. If you come to this
decision, you will certainly fail of obtain-
ing everlasting life. The impossibility lies
in your own will. If you will nOl, then you
cannol overcome. The real difficulty
arises from the corruption of an un-
sanctified heart, and an unwillingness to
submit to the control of God." Ibid.

Friends, this battle with self is hard
and stern, but it is well worth the effort.
Whatever it takes, make your surrender to
God. This quotation will encourage you as
you struggle with self.

UA character formed according to the
divine likeness is the only treasure that we
can take from this world to the next."
Ibid., 332.

But what about the pastor's claim that
it is impossible to obey God's command-
ments? Did you know that it is Satan's
claim also?

"Satan had claimed that it was im-
possible for man to obey God's com-
mandments; and in our own strength it is
true that we cannot obey them. But
Christ came in the form of humanity,
and by His perfect obediellce He proved
that humanity and divinity combined can

obey every aile ofGod's precepts." Ibid.,
314.

Peter tells us, (2 Peter 1:4), that by
accepting the "exceeding great and pre-
cious promises" found in God's Word, we
can actually become partakers of the
divine nature. Thus we will be enabled to
"escape the corruption that is in the world
through evil desires." But that is not all:

" 'As many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name.'
John 1:12. This power is not in the human
agent. It is the power of God. Whell a soul
receives Christ he receives power to live
the life ofChrist." Ibid.

Did you know that God requires per-
fection of His children?

"God requires perfection of His chil-
dren. His law is a transcript of His own
character, and it is the standard of all
character. This infinite standard is pre-
sented to all that there may be no mistake
in regard to the kind of people whom God
will have to compose His kingdom. The
life of Christ on earth was a perfect
expression of God's law, and when those
who claim to be children of God become

Christlike in character, they will be obe-
dient to God's commandments. Then the
Lord can trust them to be of the number
who shall compose the family of heaven.
Clothed in the glorious apparel of Christ's
righteousness, they have a place at the
King's feast. They have a right to join the
blood-washed throng." Ibid., 315. It is not
hard to understand why God requires a
perfect character, Christ's character, in
every one of His people. If it were not so,
and even a few of the corrupt "professed
people of God" were allowed to slip into
heaven, the universe would again be cor-
rupted. Sin is like a cancer; if it is not
destroyed, it will destroy us.

There are those who exclaim: "But
God loves everyone. He gave His only
begotten Son to save the world." But they
forget that salvation is only for those who
believe. They leave out "that whosoever

believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life." If we really
believe in something, we will act on that
belief.

For example, suppose that rwere driv-
ing in Oroville, listening to the news,
when suddenly the newscaster stopped in
the middle of a sentence with a news
flash: "THE OROVILLE DAM HAS
COLlAPSED! A wall of water fifty feet
high is rushing toward Oroville and will
be in the downtown area in thirty minutes
or less. Get out of its path. Flee for your
lives to higher ground. This is not a joke.
The earthquake-damaged dam is gone." If
I really believed this urgent warning, what
do you think I would do? I would flee for
my life. Immediately. Incidentally, this
scenario is not impossible to the people
living in Oroville, California, today. No,
the love of God will never cause Him to
excuse sin.

"The love ofGod does 1I0t lead Him to
excuse sin. He did not excuse it in Satan;
He did not excuse it in Adam or in Cain;
nor will He excuse it in any other of the
children of men. He will not connive at
OUI sins or overlook our defects of charac-

ter. He expects us to overcome in His
name." Ibid., 316.

There is an unequivocal passage in
1 John 3:4-10 that tells the exact truth:

"Everyone who sins breaks the law; in
fact, sin is lawlessness. [KJV: 'Sin is the
transgression of the law,' law-breaking.]
But you know that he appeared so that he
might take away our sins. And in him is no
sin. No onc who lives in him keeps on
sinning. No one who continues to sin has
either seen him or known him.

"Dear children, do not let anyone lead
you astray. [KJV: 'Let no man deceive
you.' It is in this precise area that many
arc attempting to deceive us.] He who
docs what is right is righteous, just as he
[Christ] is righteous. He who does what is
sinful is of the devil, because the devil has
been sinning from the beginning. The
reason the Son of God appeared was to
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The wedding garment, provided at infinite
cost, is freely offered to every soul. ...

What could God do for us that He has not done
in providing the great supper, the heavenly
banquet?

destroy the devil's work. No one who is
born of God will continue to sin, because
God's seed remains in him, he cannot go
on sinning, because he has been born of
God. This is how we know who the
children of God are and who the children
of the devil are: Anyone who does not do
what is right is not a child of God; neither
is anyone who does not love his brother."
N[VI

While this passage may seem un-
equivocal to us, it is amazing how some
theologians wrest it to their own destruc-
tion. More than thirty years ago, while [
was still in college, we had a Greek
teacher, whom we liked immensely, who
tried to explain this passage to our class.

Verse six reads (in the KJV): "Who-
soever abideth in him sinneth not." But
his explanation of verse six was: "As the
Greek verb is in the tense of continuous
action, it should read: 'Whosoever abides
in him does not sin continuously,' imply·
ing that 'he does sin on occasion, even
though he is abiding in Christ.' " How-
ever, even though he knew ten times as
much Greek as I did, I could not accept
his explanation. Why not? Because the
Greek also allows it to be rendered:
"Whosoever abides in Christ continu-
ously, does not sin." Or as the N[V cor-
rectly reads: uNo one who lives in him
keeps on sinning." Many other versions
give a similar rendering. However, it is
this false reading that promotes the Evan-
gelical-Calvinistic theology, on which the
pastor mentioned earlier was basing his
false hope for salvation. In addition, of
course, this interpretation is completely
refuted by the Spirit of Prophecy as evi-
denced by the quotations in this article
and by many more that could be cited.

Is there any scriptural evidence that
will help us realize that victory over sin is
not only possible but absolutely neces-
sary? Let us look at Revelation 15:2:
"And I saw as it were a sea of glass
mingled with fire: and them that had
gotten the victory over the beast, and over
his image, and over his mark, and over the
number of his name, stand on the sea of
glass, having the harps of God."

It is obvious that the victory over the
beast, his image, mark and number, was
obtained before the second coming of
Christ. [f you want to be among those who
stand on the sea of glass, you must obtain
victory in this life. How did they obtain
victory over Satan and his evil hosts?
Only through their faith in the power of
Christ. 1 John 5:4 makes this fact very
clear:
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"For whatsoever is born of God over-
cometh the world: and this is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our
faith." We should never forget the hymn
we sing frequently: "Faith [s the Victory."
Faith is indeed the Victory, that over-
comes the world' Tragically, the fact that
"many professed Christians are Christians
in name only," was also rampant in the
days of Ellen White.

"Many who call themselves Christians
are mere human moralists. They have
refused the gift which alone could enable
them to honor Christ by representing Him

to the world. The work of the Holy Spirit
is to them a strange work. They are not
doers of the Word. The heavenly prin-
ciples that distinguish those who are one
with Christ from those who are one with
the world have become almost indistin-
guishable. The professed followers of
Christ are no longer a separate and
peculiar people. The line of demarcation
is indistinct. The people are subordinating
themselves to the world, to its practices,
its customs, its selfishness. The church
has gone over to the world in transgres-
sion 0/ the law, when the world should
have come over to the church in obe-
dience to the law. Daily the church is
being converted to the world.

"All these expect to be saved by
Christ's death, while they refuse to live
His self-sacrificing life. They extol the
riches of free grace, and attempt to cover
themselves with an appearance of right·
eousness, hoping to screen their defects of
character; but their efforts will be of 110
avail i1'lthe day ofGod. The righteousness
of Christ will /lot cover olle cherished
sin." [bid., 315-316.

There is no evidence that the situation
has improved since this statement was first
published in 1900. [n fact, we are warned
by the apostle Paul: "Yea, and all that will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per-
secution. But evil men and seducers shall
wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being
deceived." 2 Timothy 3:12-13.

What more could God have done to
persuade us to get ready for the marriage
supper of the Lamb? The Lord has re-
vealed to us ever-increasing light. We
have not only the light given to ancient
[srael but the light given to us from the
New Testament in the life and work of
Christ. We have the assurance of a
Saviour who has come, who has been
crucified and who has risen; a Saviour
who proclaimed, "I am the resurrection
and the life" (John 11:25); a Saviour who
promised to come again and gave us the
signs of His coming. Christ has been

revealed to us in sermons and in songs. As
Ellen White clearly states:

"The wedding garment, provided at
infinite cost, is/reely offered to every soul.
By the messengers of God are presented
to us the righteousness of Christ, justifica-
tion by faith, the exceeding great and
precious promises of God's Word, free
access to the Father by Christ, the comfort
of the Spirit, the well-grounded assurance
of eternal life in the kingdom of God.
What could God do for us that He has not
done in providing the great supper, the
heavenly banquet?" [bid., 317.

The following is the final report of the
ministering angels as human probation is
brought to a close:

"[n heaven it is said by the ministering
angels: The ministry which we have been
commissioned to perform we have done.
We pressed back the army of evil angels.
We sent brightness and light into the souls
of men, quickening their memory of the
love of God expressed in Jesus. We at-
tracted their eyes to thc cross of Christ.
Their hearts were deeply moved by a sense
of the sin that crucified the Son of God.
They were convicted. They saw the steps to
be taken in conversion; they felt the power
of the gospel; their hearts were made tender
as they saw the sweetness of the love of
God. They beheld the beauty of the charac-
ter of Christ. But with many it was all in
vain. They would not surrender their own
habits and character. They would not put
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off the garments of earth in order to be
clothed with the robe of heaven. Their
hearts were given to covetousness. They
loved the associations of the world morc
than they loved their God." Ibid., 318.

What a tragedy! After all this work for
humanity by the infinite God and His
angels, the great majority will reject the
wonderful plan of salvation. Mankind
would rather cling to their idols than
"surrender their own [evil] habits and
character." Sister White then refers us to
the final judgment:

"Solemn will be the day of final decision.
In prophetic vision the apostle John describes
it: IJ saw a great white thronc, and him that
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away; and there was fOWld no
place for them. And [saw the dead, small and

Just a note to thank you for the June
copy ofOur Firm Foundation. This one has
been so timely and wise in the coverage of
such a crisis event in this end time in which
we are living. I have been a loyal member
of the Seventh-day Adventist Family since
my minister father baptized me 72 years
ago. The church is very close to my heart
and what hurts the church hurts me, too.
Yes, the church is close to my heart, but not
so close that I am blind 10 its needs and
weaknesses in this end time.

I understand more clearly now the Waco
tragedy. How easy it is to trace human
feelings that lead to such things back to
Lucifer and his pride and ambitions!
-SD, Califomia

I have really appreciated Our Firm
Foundation on cassette. Keep them com-
ing. Be of good courage and hold the
standard high.
-LL, Nevada

Thank you for the Issues Clarified. ...
In spite of the sorrow and sadness at the
misunderstandings, we feel relieved that
some people are really listening to that
Voice that speaks from heaven.
-DS,Iowa

I am writing to thank you so much for
your ministry and especially Our Firm

great, st.1nd before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were writ-
tcn in the books, according to their works.'
Revelation 20:11-12." Ibid.

Were they judged according to their
profession? No! According to their
works! As men stand before the great
white throne, they will suddenly come
face to face with the resuUs of their
choice. They will see for the first time
how transgression of the law of God has
led them step by step to perdition. The
pleasures, riches, and honors of this world
will seem unimportant. Men will then see
that the righteousness of Christ that they
have despised, alone has true value. No
wonder there will be weeping and wailing

Foul/dariol/. I have read the book which the
North American Division wrote on certain
private groups in which Hope International
and Ron Spear were much talked about. I
can only pray to our heavenly Father for the
misrepresentation and the absence of Bible
evidence that Hope is guilty of any false
teaching.

I want you to know that the work you
are doing is led by the Holy Spirit. Your
work in Our Firm Foundation has led my
family to our Lord Jesus and the present
work and purpose of His redeemed.
-KH,DC

Every night I pray especially for you
and all who write for Our Firm Founda-
rioll. How I thank God for each one of you
faithful ones bent on finishing God's
work! I became a Seventh-day Adventist
when about 23 years of age. Didn't know
a thing about an Adventist believer. It was
an <laIl alone with God" experience-and
now it is neady that way again.

Keep faithful; the pressure is just
beginning. But we will soon be home.

Our pastor throws Our Firm Founda-
tion in the trash can and a member takes it
out and is blessed by it. He became angry
at me when I told him it is a very straight
Adventist publieation. The sister who gets
it via the trash is struggling financially,
and she used to borrow mine. I became an

as they comprehend for the first time the
result of their choices made while on
earth! Finally, consider the following:

"They will see that they have fash-
ioned their characters under the deceptive
allurements of Satan. The garments they
have chosen are the badge of their alle-
giance to the first great apostate. Then
they will see the results of their choice.
They will have a knowledge of whar it
means to transgress the commandments of
God." Ibid., 318-319. 0

, The use of the NIV in this article is not intended to be
a recommendation. The editors acknowledge that the
NIV is not a preferred translation for doctrinal study.
However it can be seen in this case that even the NIV
(one of the popular versions of today among Calvin-
istic theologians) disproves the Calvinistic under-
standing of righleousness by faith.

.,"(}1'Sk;JI....'_t 7olJ.)u
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Adventist through a Signs (via the trash
also) that an aunt wouldn't read. God
works in mysterious ways to reach the
honest in heart.
-KH, Georgia

Overseas Literature

I received with great delight your parcel
containing two publications (Chrisrs Ob-
ject Lessons and Patriarchs and Prophers)
and would like to thank you very much for
these golden treasures. They arrived at the
time [ had just completed reading The
Great Controversy.

I know I am not alone in appreciating
the great work your organization is doing
for the church worldwide and would like
to encourage you to continue this minis-
try, especially for those of us who have
just come to the faith and who are from
poor backgrounds. Your interest in and
service to us is a strong witness in itself
that you are true servants of God, working
earnestly to finish the work.

[ pray that the Lord will lay upon your
heart another opportunity to send me
more of your literature.
-JD, Sierra Leone

We extend our thanks for the many
donations that have enabled us to respond
to requests such as this one.-EDITORS
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WHILE I was researching the

Waco tragedy, I became aware
of the political maneuvers to

usc this incident as a vehicle to bring
tougher legislation on gun control. See
US News alld World Report, May 3, 1993,
40. (Incidentally, we believe that all
Christians must abide within the perime-
ters of all civil laws not infringing upon
the law of God.) In like manner, some
Seventh-day Adventist Church officials
exploited this event by attempting to link
Hope International with the Branch
Davidians, seemingly for the purpose of
creating an atmosphere of fear,
tion and lack of friendship toward inde-
pendent and supportive ministries, partic-
ularly Our Firm Foundation.
This unfortunate action brought grief to

hearts of the staff of Hope International and
also fear, not for ourselves, because we weU
know that "we can do nothing against the
truth but for the truth." 2 Corinthians 13:B.
Our fear was for the persons who blindly
persist in a systematic campaign ofmisrep-
resentation against this ministry of our
Lord. Our only intent is to vindicate God's
character, not by executing God's enemies
as David Koresh intended to do, but by
sharing God's message of salvation with
the church and with the world. Our mission
is to help prepare a people to meet their
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God. We pray that somehow the Lord may
touch the hearts of thosc who misrepresent
us, that they may be able to hear that still
small voice saying: "It is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks." Acts 9:5.
Realizing the magnitude and serious-

ness of this accusation, and under-
standing well from the Spirit of Prophecy
that "we would not be doing justice to the
accusers, or to those who are misled by
their accusations should we keep silent,
leaving the people to think that their
brethren and sisters, in whom they have
had confidence, are no longer worthy of
their love and fellowship" (Manuscript
Releases, vol. 7, 332) I believe that we
need to address the basis and the nature
of this accusation of a link between Our
Firm Foundatioll and the recent Waco
activities of the Branch Davidians.

I will do SO by sharing some statements
t.1ken from different sources describing the
beliefs and the practices ofDavid Koresh and
the Branch Davidians. These remarks will be
followed with excerpts from a variety ofpast
issues ofOurFirm Foulldatioll. The pllIJX>sc
of this method is to show the direction and
position that this ministry has taken from
years past to the present. It will also enable
the reader to see side by side the topics under
the subheadings, thus helping the truth
seeker to draw his own conclusion.

IPreston Monterrey I

The Sin of Licentiousness

Bonner Allen was first elder of the
200-member Diamond Head church in
Hawaii when, for several months, Korcsh
recruited followers there. Ed Schwisow,
editor or the North Pacific Union Confer-
ence Glealler, alluded to Bonner .AJlen's
evaluation of David Koresh as an in-
dividual with "superhuman appetites for
things sexual and sensual." North Pacific
Union Conference Gleaner, May 17, 1993,
4. Newsweek also reported Ihat in August
1989, former followers said: "He an-
nounced that not only was he allowed to
have as many wives as he wanted; he was
the only man allowed to have wives. Every
other marriage was annulled. Many happily
married couples in the group were shocked
and quite a few left."Newsweek, March 15,
1993, 58. His sexual perversion can be
traced to the very beginning of his involve-
ment with the Branch Davidians when he
confessed to the group that he worried
about his "excessive" self-abuse. Thid.,56.

Our Firm Foundation: "The licen-
tious practice of the Hebrews accom-
plished for them that which all the warfare
of mltions and the enchantments of Baalam
could not do. They became separated from
their God. Their covering and protection
were removed from them. God turned to be



Both denominational leaders and supportive
ministry leaders must always be on guard

to avoid the creation of an environment where
the people blindly follow their leaders, and
become dependent upon their dictates.

their enemy.... Those who have dishon-
ored their minds and affections by placing
thcm wherc God's Word forbids, will not
scruple to dishonor God by various species
of idolatry. God willlcavc thcm to their vile
affections. It is necessary to guard the
thoughts; to fence the soul about with the
injunctions of God's Word; and to be very
careful in every thought, word, and action
not to be betrayed into sin. It is necessalY to
guard against the cultivation of the indul-
gence ofthe lower passions. This is not the
fruit of sanctified thoughts or hearts." Ellen
White, Review and Herald, May 17, 1887;
Our Firm Foundation, December 1986, 20;
all emphasis supplicd unless othcrnisc
notcd.

Violation or Civil Law

"The Branch Davidian siege brings
the issue of assault weapons back to the
forc. Fedcral agents chargc that cult
Icadcr David Korcsh and his flock had
amassed nearly $200,000 worth of
weapons, including more than 100 ille-
gally assembled machine guns and
possibly antitank guns. It may never be
established exactly how much of the ar-
senal was obtained legally, but police
organizations and gun-control leaders on
Capitol Hill called last week for new
measures to stem the flow of firearms
they contend arc designed only for crime,
not hunting or self-defense." US News
and World Report, May 3, 1993,40.
Our Firm Foundation: "The things

of the state have to do with man's civil
relations with his fellow men. This civil
authority belongs to the state, having been
given to it by God. The church, the
espoused of Christ, has no right to require
of men any civil duty. 11,e civil duty
which we owe to the government is
spelled out in the New Testament to in-
clude taxes, customs, honor, and respect
(Romans 13:7), the duty not to murder,
steal, engage in clandestine, secretive or
underhand business, or to relate to a
neighbor in an evil way." Our Firm Foun-
datioll, November 1989, 21-22.

Mind Control

Max Torkelsen, former pastor of four-
tcen of those involved in recent cull events
in Waco, and now communication director
of the Upper Columbia Conference in
Spokane, Washington, made the following
remark about David Koresh's techniques to
control the mind of his followers and sym-
pathizers: "He used the midnight hours; he

used sleep deprivation; he used psychologi-
cal warfare to control the minds of these
new Adventists. Besides, I believe he was
possessed; there is no other way to explain
the control he had over these people."
North Pacific Union Conference Gleaner,
May 17, 1993,4.

So persuasive were the
abilities of David Koresh that Bonner Allen
m3de the following observation: "I never had
seen anything like this before in my life."
"These wcre fonnerly independent-minded
young people who just weeks before would

never have given over their will in this way
to anothcr human being. But by now, they
were willing to liter311y do anything for this
man." Ibid., 4-5.

D3vid Koresh "could talk for hours and
hours and hours, fTom early morning to well
past midnight, while they listened until they
couJd hear no more, not moving, not eating,
not sleeping. 'They live in constant fear,'
says Rick Ross, a deprogrammcr who coun-
seled a fonner Branch Davidi[ln." News-
week, M3rch 15, 1993,56.
Our Firm Foundation: "Satan is

eagerly seeking to capturc the minds ofmen.
Though he does not have direct access to
man's mind, neverthcless, he uses every
conceivable subtlety to weakcn and distr<:lct
man's intellectual capacities so th3t they
cannot reflect the mimI of Christ. ft is his
purpose that man's mind will be so destroyed
that he will no longer be capable of following
God and choosing to do right. While Satan
cannot control our mind without our consent,
he can gain access when the human mind is
given to subserve the purposes of another.
Thus Satan's purposes arc served by rnind-
controlling practices." Our Firm Founda-
tiOIl, December 1990, 27.

"£t is not God's purpose that any human
being should yield his mind and wil/co the
control of ano/he1; becoming a passive
instruments in his hands." Ellen White, The
Mil/isllY of JIealing, 242; Our Firm Foun-
dation, December 1990, 27.

"The time has come when even in the
church and in our institutions, some will

depart from the faith, glVlng heed to
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.
But God will keep that which is com-
mitted to Him. Let us draw near to Him,
that He may draw near to us. Let us bear a
plain, clear testimony right to the point,
that hypnotism is being used by those who
have departed from the faith, and that we
are not to link up with them. 111Tough
those who depart from the faith, the power
of the enemy will be exercised to lead
others astray." Ellen White, Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 411; ibid., 24.

Our Firm Foulldatioll has opposed for
many years any form of mind control and
psychological manipulation, from the
blatant crude forms of hypnosis, to even
the more sophisticated methods which
seem to have more acceptance within
Christian churches and organizations,
such as NLP with its open hypnosis and
Lab I and Lab II with their more subtle
manipulation. We have also protested
against any form of coercion, such as
threats of, or the actual carrying out of, the
removal from church office, denomi-
national employmcnt and/or church mem-
bership of those who arc standing for
truth as it is found in the Scriptures rind
the Spirit of Prophecy. These unjust "dis-
ciplinary" activities are at-
tempts to manipulate the mind and the
will. Both denominational leaders and
supportive-ministry leaders must always
be on guard to avoid the creation of an
environment in which the people blindly
follow their leaders, and become depend-
ent upon their dictates.

Reliance and Dependence on M3n

luck Ross, "an expert who advised the
FEr during the confrontation in Waco" made
the following remark: "The Branch Davidi-
ans, he says, were 'totally dependent' on
Koresh, who, like Jim Jones in Guyana,
systematically brainwashed his followers
and cut them off psychologically from the
outside world."Newsweek, May 3, 1993, 31.
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I wholeheartedly agree with the statementmade by Bruce Johnston, "It is not safe to
follow leaders blindly. We are to respect and
support our leaders but NEVER give them
blind obedience."

Our Firm Foundation: "Dependence
upon men, who make manifest that they
are not in vital connection with God, but
are moved by their own feelings, will end
in placing us under another leader than
Jesus Chris!." The Ellen G. While 1888
Materials, 1370; Our Firm Foundation,
August 1988, 30.

"God has given to men talents of in-
fluence which belong to Him alone, and no
greater dishonor can be done to God than for
one finite agent to purchase from men their
God-given talent, or the product of such
talent, to be absolutely under his control,
even though the benefits of the same be used
to the advantage of the cause. In such
arrangements one man's mind is ruled by
another man's mind, and the human agency
is separated from God, and exposed to
temptations. Satan's methods tend to one
end, to make men the slaves ofmen." Ibid.

Do you perceive support for David
Koresh's beliefs or practices by the ex-
cerpts taken from Our Firm Foundation? I
trust that the careful reader will ponder the
facts and will make his own conclusion.

Timely Counsels

"The plans to obtain control of human
minds and ability are strange fire, which
is an offense to God." Ellen G. While
1888 Materials, 1527-1528. If David
Koresh had been an honest believer in the
Spirit of Prophecy and if he had been
teaching to follow its counsels and warn-
ings, then he would have avoided this
strange fire that resulted in the tragic
inferno of April 19, 1993.

I wholeheartedly agree with the state-
ment made by Bruce Johnston, president
of the North Pacific Union Conference,
found in his analysis of the Waco inci-
dent-"It is not safe to follow leaders
blindly. We are to respect and support our
leaders but NEVER give them blind obe-
dience." North Pacific Union Conference
Gleaner, AprilS, 1993,4. Emphasis in the
original. And in the sequel to his article he
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gave the warning of "historic Adventism"
becoming "synonymous with playing
'follow the leader' with a hero of choice."
Ibid., April 19, 1993, 8.

Truly, Brother Johnston was express-
ing the sentiments of our prophet when
she said: "The great sin which has been
entering the ranks of Seventh-day Ad-

ventists is the sin of exalting man, and
placing him where God should be. This
was demonstrated at Minneapolis.""Ellell
G. While 1888 Malerials, 1619. "Men in
responsible positions have manifested the
very attributes that Satan has revealed.
They have sought to rule minds, to bring
their reason and their talents under human
jurisdiction.... Principles have been
born that should never have seen the light
of day." Ibid., 1525-1526. "The spirit of
domination is extending to the presidents
of our Conferences. If a man is sanguine
of his own powers and seeks to exercise
dominion over his brethren, feeling that
he is invested with authority to make his
will the ruling power, the best and only
safe course is to remove him, lest great
harm be done, and he lose his own soul,
and imperil the souls of others. 'All ye are
brethren.' Matthew 23:8." Ibid., 1445.

Intellectual Integrity

My heart echoes the valid concern of
church leaders to evaluate any infonnation
given to the general public, either by de-
nominational leaders or church-supportive
ministries, and that all data be verified and
presented in its true light and its proper
perspective. With them [ can say: "Is there
a fright' and a 'wrong' way to use infonna-
tion and material disseminated to the pub-
lic? The obvious answer is Yes. Honesty
and integrity are requirements in the publi-
cation of materials. What are the 'rules of
the road' when it comes to the use of source
materials? ... A longtime writer for the
New Yorker magazine, John Hersey, ex-
plains: 'The writer must not invent. The
legend of the license must read: None of

this was made up. The ethics of journalism,
if we can be allowed such a boon, must be
based on the simple truth that every
journalist knows the difference between the
distortion that comes from subtracting ob-
sClVed data and the distortion that comes
from adding invented data." Issues: The
Sevenrh-day AdventiSl Church and Cerrain
Private Ministries, 24.

Our hearts were grieved when we read
the editorial of theMessenger (news journal
for the Seventh-day Adventists in the British
Isles) wrirten by David Marshall, in which he
attempted to link the Branch Davidians with
Our Firm Foundation magazine.

These are his words: "The Shepherd's
Rod/Branch Davidians has been the
smallest of a number of offshoot groups.
Smaller by far, for example, than the Firm
Foundation. In the London area the Union
president has uncovered a significant
overlap between the Davidians and F[irm1
F[oundation]. Thc FF has certainly made
a major contribution to creating the cli-
mate of alienation which made Britain a
recruiting ground for Koresh." Mes-
senger, April 2, 1993,3.

rt is unfortunate that Brother Marshall
did not give to his readers the "evidence'l
that shows his llsignificant overlap." The
meaning of his accusation is unclear. The
pen of Inspiration states unequivocally:
"On every point the accusers should be
called upon to bring their proof. Every
charge should be carefully investigated; it
should not be left in any uncertain way,
the people should not be left to think it
may be or it may not be." Manuscript
Releases, vol. 7, 332.

Without doubt, his statements are
directed to establish in the minds of his
readers a connection between the Branch
Davidians and Our Firm Foundation
magazine.

The Messenger's editorial is a flagrant
violation of the principles of ethical journal-
ism, well advocated by the North American
Division in their book Issues. Rather than
"creating the climate of alienation," readers
of Our Firm Foundation would have been
influenced not only to abhor the fallacies,
and the aberrant views and practices of
Koresh, but they also would have been
encouraged to turn their direction toward
God, holiness, chastity, temperance, civility,
freedom of thinking and support of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church as the rem-
nant church ofBible prophecy.

"We find no support whatever for the
present agitation by some [like Davidians
and others1that we leave the church. If that
is what they wish to do, we perhaps cannot



Let us instead build ramparts of truth and
intellectual integrity to hold back the waves

of error and the false ways of dealing that
threaten to penetrate our midst.

help them, but let us not aid, nor abet, any
work which is not indited by God." Our
Firm Foul1darion, July 1986, 11. Six years
later, the editors repeated this position word
for word. Our Firm Foundation,
ber 1992, (Vol. 7, No.9), 31. We have not
changed. Our love, loyalty and dedication
to this church are unbreakable, not easily
destroycd by Calvinistic forces among us,
nor by the zcal of many sincere though
misguided leaders, who would like us to be
silent regarding the inroads of worldliness
and doctrinal changes within our beloved
church.

As we have read their misrepresenta-
tion of this ministry of the Lord, we have
asked ourselves, Is this a case of double
standards? Why did not the Messenger's
editors submit clear and plain evidence to
their readers to be carefully evaluated?
Did David Marshall and C.R. Perry, the
president of the British Union Confer-
ence, know "the difference between sub-
tracting observed data and the distortion
that comes from 41dding invented data"?
Only God knows.

David Koresh declared war on Advent-
ism and thought "he would someday swoop
down as an avenging angel on Adventist
leaders, physically deslroying them." North
Pacific Union Conference Gleaner, May
17, 1993, 4. To the contrary, Our Firm
Foundation and Hope International are
special ministries "assisting in the God M

given work of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. We believe this remnant church of
Bible prophecy has been brought into exist-
ence by the calling of the Lord, and we look
for its finallriumph in purity al the second
coming of Christ. That the church does not
now perfectly reflect the will of our Lord is
cause for sorrow, but not for discourage-
ment. The Word of God stands pledged that
all within her borders will be sifted and
tried, and though the greater portion will
fail the test, there will yet remain a remnant
to honor the Lord by their obedience to all
His commands. Therefore, Hope Inter-
national urges upon all the d",y of
supporting Ihe Seventh-day Adventist
Church in every way possible, insofar as is
consistent with the prinCiples of the govern-
menl of God and the leading of His Holy
Spirit upon the heart." (Frequent masthead
statement of Our Firm Foundation since
September 1988).

The same lack of intellectual integrity
of the Messenger magazine was also
manifested in the North American Division
book Issues: The Seventh-day Adventist
Church & Certain Private Ministries. We
cannot find a satisfactory explanation why

the unknown writers of the NAD Issue's
book stated on pages 11 and 12, aftcr
quoting the above Our Firm Foundation
masthead statement, the following: "Thus
at an early stage the journal reveals an
awareness that loyalty to God-as those
associated with Hope International under-
stand it-may force them to withdraw
support for the church." This slatement is
completely the opposite of what Our Firm
Foundation has said. After becoming aware
of this shocking statement, we at Hope
Internalional wondered what we might
have said that could have led to lhis inaccu-
rate conclusion.

We have concluded that perhaps it was
the qualifying phrase "insofar as is con-
sistent with the principles of the govennent
of God and leading of His Holy Spirit upon
the heart." If this phrase is the cause of
misundertanding, then I would be forced to
conclude that there is a serious incon-
sistency with the NAD's Issues book. Why
do I say that? Because the mysterious
writers and compilers also placed in their
book the following statement which is a
resolution of the General Conference ses-
sion of 1877: "Resolved, that the highest
authority under God among Seventh-day
Adventists is found in the will of the body
of that people, as expressed in the decisions
of the General Conference when acting
within its proper jurisdiction; and that such
decisions shuld be submitted to by all
without exception, unless they call be

shown to conflict with the Word ofGod and
the rights of individual conscience. 01 NAD
ISS!les, 40. Emphasis in the original.

Doubtless, "If we believe that the
Seventh-day Adventist Church is God's me-
dium of truth in the world today, then we
must hold ourselves to an even higher code
of ethics. To do less than to meet worldly
standards indicates a lack of basic Christian
honesty and integrity." Ibid., 24. Let us heed
the words written by the apostle: "Above all
things, my brethren, ... let your yea be yea;
and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condem-
nation." James 5:12. In this verse he was

echoing the words of the Master: "Let your
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for
whatsover is more than these cometh of
evil" Matthew 5:37. "For by thy words thou
shalt be justi.fied, and by thy words thou shalt
be condemned." Matthew 12:37.

Let us nol allow the tide offalse reason-
ing, manipulation of evidence, misrepre-
sentation, and misstatement of historical
facts, presently prevailing in the world of
politics to flood our beloved church. Let us
instead build ramparts of Iruth and intellec-
tual integrity to hold back the waves of
error and the false ways of dealing Ihat
threaten to penetrate our midst.

Should We Keep Silent?

To be misunderstood and misreprcM
sented are some of the risks that all
reformers must be prepared to accept
when they are compelled by the Spirit of
God to preach and live the straight testi M

many for their generation. We must admit
that "now as in former ages, the presenta-
tion of a truth that reproves the sins and
errors of the times will excite opposition.
'Everyone that doeth evil hatelh the light,
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds
should be reproved.' John 3:20. As men
see that they cannot maintain their posi-
tion by the Scriptures, many determine to
maintain it at all hazards, and with a
malicious spirit they assail the character
and motives of those who stand in defense

of unpopular truth. Tt is Ihe same policy
which has been pursued in all ages. Elijah
was declared to be a troubler in Israel,
Jeremiah a traitor, Paul a polluter of the
temple." The Great Controversy, 458.

When it comes to our personal or in-
dividual reputation we must exercise com-
passion and love toward our persecutors
and allow the Lord to vindicate us in His
time and in His ways. In situations like this
we may well remain silent. But when the
cause of God is threatened by misrepresen-
tations from open enemies of truth, or from

Continued on 30
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FORNICATION, adultery, incest,
homosexuality, theft, murder. How
is it possible that those claiming to

be part of the community of saints who
are preparing for the coming of the Lord
could take part in any of these terrible
iniquities? But it is only to be expeeted
that when truth is put aside, there will be
sin. If "there is no sanctification aside
from trulh/' (Fu.lldamelllals of Christian
Education, 432) then once the perimeters
of truth have been compromised, the nat-
ural consequence is increasing sin and
unrighteousness.
As Seventh-day Adventists, we

should have learned this lesson from the
world. Up until the nineteenth century, in
all Christian countries, the law of God
was held to be the basis of society. Its
precepts were held to be immutable and
eternal. Then society slowly drifted to the
concepts of the philosophers, who re-
jected God as the great Ruler of the

universe, and social mores began to re-
place His law as the basis for societal
practice.

Even at this point, there was not a
sudden breakdown of morals within
society, because it was clear to most that
the principles of the law of God were the
basis of all ordered society. But then,
other philosophers, perhaps beginning
with the Danish theologian and philoso-
pher, Kierkcgaard, introduced the con-
cepts of existentialism, which placed the
values of man within the individual him-
self. Thus as it were, human morality
became like flotsam on the ocean, to drift
hither and thither according to the whims
and motives of each person.

This trend has led in the twentieth
century to the concepts of situational
ethics in which theologians such as Dr.
Joseph Fletcher, formerly of the Univer-
sity of Virginia, claimed there are no
absolutes. Just as there are white lies,

there arc white murders and white adul-
tery, and so on. His claim was that each
person must make the decision on how to
relate to every situation according to the
circumstances that pertain at any given
time. Thus, for example, he claimed that
the best good might be served by murder
rather than sparing a life, or by adultery
rather than virtue, or by lying rather than
telling the truth. It was claimed that the
best good is served as the person related
to the changing panorama of circum-
stances. It does not take deep insight to
recognize the fallacy of such concepts.
First, "The heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked: who can
know it?" Jeremiah 17:9. The uncon-
verted heart is naturally selfish. What is
seen as the best good will be that which
serves our own carnal desires. Such
desires cannot be trusted. Inevitably, the
concepts of situational ethics lead to
deeper and deeper sin and wickedness.
Second, often decisions have to be made
quickly, when there is no time to care-
fully evaluate the consequences of a sit-
uation.

Surely it is this philosophic basis that
has led to an unprecedented time of im-
morality and cruelty in the world. Unfor-
tunately, the whole concept of situational
ethics has been wrapped in the pseudo-
love philosophy of this age, but is it not a
selfish love? It is not the love that gives.
It docs not represent the love of God who
"gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16.
It is not a love that Hseeketh not her
own." 1 Corinthians 13:5. It is lustful
indulgence that leads to perversions of
every kind. Thus, now that the Word of
truth no longer is the basis of morality for
many Seventh-day Adventists, all sorts of
abominations can be found within the
membership of the church. Indeed, some-
times they are found in the ministry of
the church. I personally have known of a
few pastors, or former pastors, who have
been engaged in thefl, murder, adultery,
fornication, incest, drunkenness and ho-
mosexuality. This fact is heartbreaking to
many godly and faithful ministers.

While it is difficult to understand how
those claiming to be the representatives
of Jesus Christ on earth could ever fall
into such depths of degradation,
nevertheless, these are the inevitable re-
sults of turning aside from the great
immutable truth of God. Once truth has
been put aside as the foundation of a
whole life of the church membership,

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Colin Standish J!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Once truth is lost as the paradigm by which
all our lives are evaluated, then there is a

need to search for other bases for unity in the
church.

then there is a reluctance to exercise
proper discipline upon those who fall into
many of these great sins.

How can we be surprised at the im-
potency of the church when such is the
case? "If the presence of onc Achan was
sufficient to weaken the whole camp of
Israel, can we be surprised at the little
success which attends our efforts when
every church and almost every family has
its Achan?" Testimonies, vol. 5, 157.

Once truth is lost as the paradigm by
which all our lives are evaluated, then
there is a need to search for other bases for
unity in the church. The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, following the pattern of
the fellow churches of Christendom, now
looks for unity built upon "support of the
church," which quickly deteriorates to
"support for leadership" irrespective of
leadership's loyalty or disloyalty to the
Word of God. In such circumstances the
righteous are perceived as unrighteous,
and the wicked are frequently defended. It
becomes the loving thing to forgive those
who are <lliving in sin." Those who love
the truth and the righteousness of Christ
become oppressed by those who do not
themselves follow in the pathway of right-
eousness.

Unfortunately, ministers frequently
support these tragic situations. "Ministers
of the gospel sometimes do great harm by
allowing their forbearance toward the
erring to degenerate into toleration of
sins and even participalion in them. Thus
they are led to excuse and palliate that
which God condemns, and after a time
they become so blinded as to commend
the very ones whom God commands
them to reprove. He who has blunted his
spiritual perceptions by sinful leniency
toward those whom God condemns, will
erelong commit a greater sin by severity
and harshness towards those whom God
approves." The ACIS of Ihe Apostles, 504.
While most unconverted Seventh-day
Adventists do not engage in the grossest
of these sins, nevertheless, their lives
witness to the fact that they do not know
Him whom to know is life eternal.
See John 17:3.

What are the consequences of this
devastating situation? First, God cannot
entrust His people with the latter rain so
that the loud cry may be given, and the
warning message taken to every human
being on the face of the planet. "Thou
hast polluted the land with thy whore-
doms and with thy wickedness. There-
fore the showers have been withholden,
and there hath been no latter rain; and

thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou re-
fusedst to be ashamed." Jeremiah 3:2-3.
This consequence has resulted from the
devastating move away from truth; for
there is no way in which Christian char-
acter can be perfected outside the peri-
meters of truth. In His prayer for unity,
Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth." John 17: 17. Paul
also linked truth with sanctification. "Till
we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto
a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ: that we

henceforth be no more children, tossed to
and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie
in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth
in love, may grow up into him in all
things, which is the head, even Christ."
Ephesians 4:13-15. Peter was one who
understood this. "Seeing ye have puri fied
your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the
brethren, see that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently: being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever." 1 Peter
1:22-23.

Thus until God's people re-establish
the platform of truth, sin and transgres-
sion will increase within the church.
Every minister and every lay leader has a
God-given responsibility to proclaim the
great message of Christ our righteous-
ness. The law of God and the faith of
Jesus umust be given with equal force
and power." Selected Messages, book 3,
184. There must be a faithful under-
standing of the gospel. We must under-
stand that entire surrender of the will
alone is true justification.

"But while God can be just, and yet
justify the sinner through the merits of
Christ, no man can cover his soul with
the garments of Christ's righteousness
while practicing known sins or neglec[M

ing known duties. God requires the entire
surrender of the heart, before justification
can take place; and in order for man 10
retain justification, there must be con-
tinual obedience, through active, living
faith that works by love and purifies the
soul." Faith and Works, 100. Thus we are
to reject the dangerous doctrine of foren-
sic or legal justification.

Second, we must reunite justification
and sanctification together in the gospel.
This doctrine is not Catholic as some
would have it, for it is not a sanctification
built upon what man has done. These

works are the result of a sanctified life.
But sanctification, like justification, is
the result of faith in Jesus through the
sacrifice and ministry of the Son of God.

Eternity is at stake. "Not one of us will
ever receive the seal of God while our
characters have one spot or stain upon
them. It is left with us to remedy the
defects in our characters, to cleanse the
soul temple of every defilement. Then the
latter rain will fall upon us as the early
rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of
Pentecost." Testimonies, vol. 5, 214.
"Now is the time to prepare. The seal of
God will never be placed upon the fore-
head of an impure man or woman. It will
never be placed upon the forehead of the
ambitious, worldMloving man or woman.
It will never be placed upon the forehead
of men or women of false tongues or
deceitfuJ hearts. AJI who receive the seal
must be without spot before God-candi-
dates for heaven." Ibid., 216. 0
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God's Plan for Church Organization andAuthority-Part 10

Phase 1

The

of

tion is to live and work for
Him and how His truth is to
be demonstrated and exalted
in our lives and in our opera-
tion of His work on earth.

The Seventh-day Adventist movement
came about because of a failure of the
Protestant churches to accept the present
truth of the first and the second angel's
messages presented by the Millerite move-
ment from 1840 to 1844. The Christian
churches of that era had given up the belief
that they were to be guided by "every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
Matthew 4:4. They listened to the higher
critics who stated that the Bible was to be
interpreted and applied by the wisdom of
man. This pick-and-choose method of
scriptural interpretation led them to the
belief that they could reject the present truth
brought forth from Scripture by the
Millerite preachers.

Early Adventists, to the contrary, ac-
cepted the Bible's claim that "All scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness." 2 Timothy 3:16.

Studying early and late our pioneers,
with the assistance of the gift of the Spirit
of Prophecy when needed, laid out the
foundations of our faith-a line of truth

The Dark Ages demonstrated that
Satan's heresies could prosper during a
time of intellectual darkness. Our day will
yet demonstrate that Satan's perfected
heresies and deceptions can prosper in
time of great intellectual and even great
spiritual light. Sec The Great CO/l-
troversy, 572-573.

God's end-lime people will be charac-
terized by their keeping of His command-
ments and by their following the guidance
of the Spirit of Prophecy. See Revelation
12:17 and 19:10. The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church has been uniquely and
abundantly qualified to fulfill God's pur-
pose of exalting truth in proportion to the
exaltation of error. Our doctrinal beliefs
are founded on the truths of all prior
generations. Our understanding of bibli-
cal truth has been unexceeded by human-
ity other than by Christ Himself. Through
the copious writings of God's messenger1
Ellen G. White, we arc uniquely blessed
with a lesser light to more fully under-
stand God's will for His people. Through
the Spirit of Prophecy we have a wealth of
instructions as to how God's final genera-

lIul Vernon Sparks I" I '1'!!!"iiiiiiii!iI!'1!.!iiii!.I!.iiii!I'iiiiiii!!!11

PRIOR to the first coming of Jesus
Christ to this earth God was dem-
onstrating that man's finite wisdom

alone could not come to a pure knowl-
edge of truth and of God, the source of
truth. In our day He is allowing error to be
exalted in order that truth can be morc
clearly revealed.

lIThe Lord would make it manifest
whether men by their own finite wisdom
could acquire a knowledge of the truth,
whether they could know God, their Creator.
When Christ came to OUI world1 the experi-
ment had been fully made, and it proved the
boasted wisdom of men to be but foolish-
ness. Finite wisdom was utterly unable to
come to right conclusions in regard to God,
and therefore man was wholly incompetent
to judge in regard to His law. The Lord has
allowed matters in our day to corne to acrisis,
in the exaltation oferror above truth, that He,
the God of Israel, might work mightily for
the greater elevation of His truth in propor-
tion as error is exalted." Selected Messages,
book 2, 371-372.
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Weneed only to review the experiences of
Cain and of King Saul to document that

willful, partial obedience to the Lord is in
reality disobedience, rebellion and apostasy.

that is to remain until the saints enter the
New Jerusalem.

"Many of our people do not realize how
firmly the foundation of our faith has been
laid. My husband, Elder Joseph Bates,
Father Pierce, Elder [Hiram] Edson, and
others who were keen, noble, and true,
were among those who, after the passing of
the time in 1844, searched for the truth as
for hidden treasure. I met with them, and
we studied and prayed earnestly. Often we
remained together until late at night, and
sometimes through the entire night, praying
for light and studying the Word. Again and
again these brethren came together to study
the Bible, in order that they might know its
meaning, and be prepared to teach it with
power. When they came to the point in their
study where they said, 'We can do nothing
more,' the Spirit of the Lord would come
upon me, I would be taken off in vision, and
a clear explanation of the passages we had
been studying would be given me, with
instruction as to how we were to labor and
teach effectively. Thus light was given that
helped us to understand the Scriptures in
regard to Christ, His mission, and His
priesthood. A line of truth extending from
that time to the time when we shall enter the
city of God, was made plain to me, and I
gave to others the instruction that the Lord
had given me." Selected Messages, book 1,
206-207.

In 1905 the servant of the Lord used
three terms to describe the biblical doc-
trines of the church-pins, pillars and
foundation. All of these doctrines were to
remain unchanged and unmoved.

"When men come in who would move
one pin or pillar from the foundation
which God has established by His Holy
Spirit, let the aged men who were
pioneers in our work speak plainly, and let
those who are dead speak also, by the
reprinting of their articles in our period-
icals. Gather up the rays of divine light
that God has given as He has led His
people on step by step in the way of truth.
This truth will stand the test of time and
trial."Manuscript Releases, vol. 1,55.

"When the power of God testifies as to
what is truth, that truth is to stand forever
as the truth. No after suppositions, con-
trary to the light God has given are to be
entertained." Counsels to Writers and
Editors, 31-32.

From the very beginning of our move-
ment we have never fully appreciated,
accepted or obeyed all of the counsels of
the Lord. Indeed our natural hearts have
not felt the need for all of the detailed
instructions as to how to live for Christ

and how to operate the branches of His
work. Soon after the turn of the century
our negligence of where to locate and how
to operate the Lord's educational institu-
tions had reached such a degree of self-
willed insubordination that Ellen White
helped lead out in the establishing of
Madison College and directed it to remain
separate from organizational control. See
"Supportive Ministries," Our Firm Foun-
dation, February 1993.

God had prophesied that His remnant
church would be lukewarm in its relation-
ship to His counsels and plans. See Revela-

tion 3:14-17. Since the days when Madison
College was established we have operated
the majority of our academies, colleges and
universities in increasing disobedience to
the directives of Christ. Especially in the
areas of location, size, curriculum,
work/study programs and social and re-
ligious standards we have followed more
the directives of the boards of accreditation
of the world and the example of worldly
schools than we have followed Christ's
instructions in the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy. Satan has been very successful in
making the testimonies of the Lord of none
effect, which is the very last deception that
he has planned for us as a people. See
Selected Messages, book 1, 48.

The same method of higher criticism
used by the fallen churches of Christianity
to make the Bible of none effect in their
beliefs and practices has been used by us
now these many years to pick and choose
in the Spirit of Prophecy as to which
counsels of the Lord we are or are not
going to obey. "My brethren have trifled
and caviled and criticized and commented
and demerited, and picked and chosen a
little and refused much until the testimo-
nies mean nothing to them. They put
whatever interpretation upon them that
they choose in their own finite judgment
and are satisfied." The Ellen G. White
1888 Materials, 800. This Seventh-day
Adventist picking and choosing in the
Spirit of Prophecy is just as surely insub-

ordination and apostasy as is the fallen
Protestant picking and choosing in the
Scriptures. We need only to review the
experiences of Cain and of King Saul to
document that willful, partial obedience
to the Lord is in reality disobedience,
rebellion and apostasy.

Christianity is a religion of progress.
We have to walk forward with the light to
remain in the light. When we reject coun-
sel from the Lord in one area of our life
and work for the Lord, our spiritual dis-
cernment is diminished even in other
areas of the Lord's work.

lilt pains me to say, my brethren, that
your sinful neglect to walk in the light has
enshrouded you in darkness. You may
now be honest in not recognizing and
obeying the light; the doubts you have
entertained, your neglect to heed the re-
quirements of God, have blinded your
perceptions so that darkness is now to you
light, and light is darkness. God has bid-
den you to go forward to perfection.
Christianity is a religion of progress."
Testimonies vol. 5, 71.

As the above reference points out, we
may be sincere in our disobedience to the
Lord, but Laodicea's sincere disobedience
to the Spirit of Prophecy is no more accept-
able in God's eyes than is fallen Chris-
tianity's sincere disobedience of the Bible.
The reality of this fact should be brought
home to us by the following sober message:

"Will the churches heed the Laodiecan
message? Will they repent, or will they,
notwithstanding that the most solemn mes-
sage of truth-the third angel's message-
is being proclaimed to the world, go on in
sin? This is the last message of mercy, the
last warning to a fallen world. If the church
of God becomes lukewarm, it docs not
stand in favor with God any more than do
the churches that are represented as having
fallen and become the habitation of devils,
and the hold of every foul spirit, and the
cage of every unclean and hateful bird.
Those who have had opportunities to hear
and receive the truth and who have united
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M en of experience have seen stealthy hands
slipping the bolts that Satan might enter;

yet they have held their peace with apparent
indifference as to the results.

with the Seventh-day Adventist church,
calling themselves the commandment-
keeping people of God, and yet possess no
more vitality and consecration to God than
do the nominal churches, wiJl receive of the
plagues of God just as verily as the
churches who oppose the law ofGod. Only
those that are sanctified through the truth
will compose the royal family in the
heavenly mansions Christ has gone to pre-

pare for those that love Him and keep His
commandments." Manuscript Releases,
vol. 19, 176.

The servant of the Lord tells us that
God will arouse His people, and that if
other means fail 1 heresies will come in
among us to sift and to shake us. In
response to our apostasy in the operation
of His institutions God permits us to
suffer the natural consequences of the
rejection of light-diminished spiritual
discernment followed by the embracing
of false doctrines.
"God will arouse His people; if other

means fail, heresies will come in among
them, which will sift them, separating the
chaff from the wheat. The Lord caUs upon
all who believe His Word to awake out of
sleep. Precious light has come, appropriate
for this time. ft is Bible truth, showing the
perils that are right upon us. This light
should lead us to a diligent study of the
Scriptures. and a most critical examination
of the positions which we hold." Counsels
to Writers and Editors, 40.

Indeed our seeking to the gods ofEkron
for the operation of our schools (and also
our health institutions) has been a trap and
a snare for us. In our endeavors to comply
with the worldly standards of accreditation
we have sent our teachers to the schools of
the world for their advanced degrees. Even
teachers ofBible and theology have gone to
the schools of fallen Christianity for
"enlightenment" as to how better to teach
God's truth to our own people. A Bible or
theology teacher in our colleges and uni-
versities today without an advanced degree
from an institution of the world seems to be

the exception rather than the rule. It is not
surprising that these worldly-trained teach-
efS of religion would try to hannonize our
Seventh-day Adventist beliefs with the
beliefs of their advanced-degree institu-
tions. This effort to accommodate our his-
toric beliefs with those of fallen Chris-
tianity has given us a new set of beliefs
which have become known as the New
Theology.

Among the doctrines imported from
fallen Christianity are such teachings as
1. Each of us is accountable for

Adam's sin, rather than that each is re-
sponsible only for his own sin.
2. Christ did not receive from His

mothcr Mary the samc moral inheritance
that you and I would have received if she
had been our mother.

3. The atonement was completed on
the cross, rather than being completed in
the Most Holy Place of the heavenly
sanctuary.

4. The Spirit of Prophecy is good for
devotional reading, but it is not authorita-
tive in doctrinal interpretation of the Bible.

5. Righteousness by faith is justifica-
tion or pardon for ongoing sin or disobe-
dience, rather than justification or pardon
plus sanctification or victory over sin.
See "God's Plan Misused," Our Firm

Foundation, vol. 7, no. 12 and Issues
Clarified (both available from Hope Inter-
national) for a greater in-depth diseussion
of some of the erroneous teachings of the
New Theology.

God has permitted these heresies to be
increasingly taught in our schools, printed
in OUT publications and preached from our
pulpits now for at least forty years.
Indeed, we are reaping a harvest of un-
belief in the Spirit of Prophecy and in the
Bible-based historic beliefs of Adventism.

"The theories of great men need to be
carefully sifted of the slightest trace of
infidel suggestions. One tiny seed sown by
teachers in our schools, if received by the
students, will raise a harvest of unbelief."
Review and Herald, March 1, 1898.

Many believe that we are well along in
the Omega of apostasy which we were
warned would be of a most startling na-
ture. "Be not deceived; many will depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils. We have
now before us the alpha of this danger.
The omega will be of a most startling
nature." Selected Messages, book 1, 197.

Teachers that say that we cannot be
victorious over sin in this life and to
attempt to do so is of itself a sin have been
embraced with open arms by Laodicean
leaders and laity who have not wanted or
found it convenient to obey the instruc-
tions of Christ in the Bible and in the
Spirit of Prophecy as to how to live and
work for Him. The unscriptural heresies
of fallen Christianity, which our pioneers
and many present Seventh-day Adventist
members have come out of, have been
reintroduced into the very heart of our
work by unfaithful sentinels.
"Satan has gained marked advantage

in -- because the people of God have
not guarded the outposts. The very men
whose labors God has signified that He
would accept if they were fully con-
secrated have been the ones to be
deceived, to fail in their duties, and to
prove a terrible burden and discourage-
ment, instead of the help and blessing that
they should have been. These men who
have been trusted to keep the fort have
well-nigh betrayed it into the hands of the
enemy. They have opened the gates to a
wily foe, who has sought to destroy them.

"Men of experience have seen stealthy
hands slipping the bolts that Satan might
enter; yet they have held their peace with
apparent indifference as to the results.
These persons do not realize that God holds
them responsible for every advantage
gained by the foe who is admitted to the
fort. The desolation and ruin following lie
at the door of the unfaithful sentinels, who,
by their neglect, become agents in the
hands of the adversary to win souls to
destruction." Tescimonies, vol. 4, 211-212.

We were warned that new parties of
professed believers would be formed
among us.
"Confederacies will increase in num-

ber and power as we draw nearer to the
end of time. These confederacies will
create opposing influences to the truth,
forming new parties of professed believ-
ers who will act out their own delusive
theories. The apostasy will increase.
'Some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils.' 1 Timothy 4:1. Men and women
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Gad will hold some souls responsible for a
lack of keen discernment to discover what

kind of provender was being given to His flock.

have confederated to oppose the Lord
God of heaven, and the church is only half
awake to the situation. There needs to be
much more of prayer, much morc of
earnest effort, among professed believ-
ers." Selected Messages, book 2, 383.

This doctrinal apostasy of the New
Theology has destroyed our unity of
belief, resulting in division, controversy
and schism.

"The great encmy of the church is
determined to introduce among God's
people that which will result in disunion
and variance. Schism and division are not
the fruit of righteousness; they are of the
evil onc. The great hindrance to our ad-
vanccment is the selfishness that prevents
believers from having true fellowship
with onc another." Review and Herald,
May 12, 1903.

"The standard of truth, of the first,
second, and third angels I messages has
been left to trail in the dust. If the watch-
men are left to mislead the people in this
fashion, God will hold some souls re-
sponsible for a lack of keen discernment
to discover what kind of provender was
being given to His flock." Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 394.

The New Theology teaching that full
obedience to God-sanctification-is not
possible and not required is creating an
influence in the church that makes it
difficult to hold fast to the faith once
delivered to the saints.
"Even under the most faithful sur-

roundings, it is difficult to hold fast the
Christian profession of faith unto the end,
to stand decidedly and earncstly for the
faith once delivered to the saints. But it is
most difficult to keep true and loyal to
God's holy commandments, when there
arc few in number to help and encourage
one another, and when many of these are
sickly and ready to die because they do
not honor God by keeping His command-
ments truly and loyally." Review and Her-
ald, June 8, 1897.

The making of the Testimonies of
none effect in our institutions and doc-
trines is comparable to thc rcbellion of
Korah, Dathan and Abiram.
"If you seek to turn aside the counsel

of God to suit yourselves, if you lesscn the
confidence of God's people in the tes-
timonies He has sent them, you are rebel-
ling against God as certainly as were
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 66.

Becausc of our unbclief in the Tes-
timonies manifested by our disobedience
to them we are under divine forbearance.

"I have been shown that unbelief in the
testimonies has been steadily increasing as
the people backslide from God. It is all
through our ranks, all over the field. But
few know what our churches are to ex-
perience. I saw that at present we are under
divine forbearance, but no one can say how
long this will continue. No onc knows how
great the mercy that has been exercised
toward us. But few are heartily devoted to
God. There are only a few who, like the
stars in a tempestuous night, shine here and
there among the clouds." Ibid., 76.

In this last remnant of time Satan has
caused confusion and pluralism in our
doctrincs. The primary pillars may still
appear intact, but by moving the pins and
undermining the foundation he kllOWS
that when tests and trials come many will
lose their faith even in the principal doc-
trines of Adventism.

"I have been shown that many who
profess to have a knowledge of present
truth know not what they believe. They do
not understand the evidences of their
faith. They have no just appreciation of
the work for the present time. When the

time of trial shall come, there are men
now preaching to others who will find,
upon examining the positions they hold,
that there are many things for which they
can give no satisfactory reason. Until thus
tested they knew not their great ig-
norance. And there are many in the church
who take it for granted that thcy undcr-
stand what they believe; but, until con-
troversy arises, they do not know their
own weakness. When separated fTOm
those of like faith and compelled to stand
singly and alone to explain their belief,
they will be surprised to see how confused
are their ideas of what they had accepled
as truth. Certain it is that there has been
among us a departure from the living God
and a turning to men, putting human in
place of divine wisdom." Ibid., 707.

During the apostasy under IUng Ahab,
God had Elijah anoint Hazacl king of
Syria. God then used Hazael to repcatedly

punish Israel in an attempt to awaken her
to her true spiritual condition. Only with
the unrolling of the scroll will wc be able
to fully understand the following message
from the Lord. Those whom Laodicea has
embraced to preach to her smooth things
will be used of God as Hazaels as a
scourge to His people.
"There are men among us in re-

sponsible positions who hold that the
opinions of a few conceited philosophcrs,
so-called, are more to be trusted than the
truth of the Biblc, or the testimonies of the
Holy Spirit. Such a faith as that of Paul,
Peter, or John is considered old-fashioned
and insufferable at thc prescnt day. It is
pronounced absurd, mystical, and unwor-
thy of an intelligent mind.

uGod has shown me that these men are
Hazaels to prove a scourge to our people.
They are wise above what is written. This
unbelief of the very truths of God's Word
because human judgment cannot compre-
hend the mysteries of His work is found in
every district, in all ranks of society. It is
taught in most of our schools and comes
into the lessons of the nurseries. Tholl-

sands who profess to be Christians give
heed to lying spirits. Everywhere the
spirit of darkness in the garb of religion
will confront you." Ibid., 79.

Only those who know and obcy all of
the truth, and only truth, will stand
through the trials ahead.

HIt is dangerous to be simply hearers
of thc Word and not doers. Hc that hears
and obeys evcry word that procceds from
the lips of God, is building upon the rock.
He that hears but docs not bring the words
of God into his life practicc, builds on the
sand, and will surely fall. Everything is to
be shakcn that can bc shaken. We shall
realize this in our experience." Pam-
phlets, no. 96, 43.

It is of utmost importance that each
onc of us knows for himself what he
believes.

"The light given me has been very
forcible that many would go out from us,
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God is not the cause of our present doctrinal
confusion. The Bible and the Spirit of

Prophecy do not support the pluralism of
beliefs presently being promoted in Adventism.
Only the truth sanctifies.

The Lord has raised up messengers, and endued
them with His Spirit. and has said, "Cry aloud, spare not.
lift up thy voice like a trumpet. and shew my people
their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins."
Isaiah 58: 1. Let no one run the risk of interposing
between the people and the message of Heaven. This
message will go to the people: and if there were no
voice among men to give it. the very stones would cry
out. Gospel Workers, 304

giving heed to seducing spirits and doc-
trines of dcvils. The Lord desires that
every soul who claims to believe the truth
shall have an intelligent knowledge of
what is truth. False prophets will arise and
will deceive many. Everything is to be
shaken that can be shaken. Then does it
not become everyone to understand the
reasons of our faith? In place of having so
many sermons there should be a more
close searching of the Word of God, open-
ing the Scriptures, text by text, and
searching for the strong evidences that
sustain the fundamental doctrines that
have brought us where we now arc, upon
the platform of eternal truth." Selected
Messages, book 2, 392-393.

God is not the cause of our present
doctrinal confusion. The Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy do not support the
pluralism of beliefs presently being pro-
moted in Adventism. Only the truth sanc-
tifies. Errors keep us from full compliance
with God's will, thus preventing purifica-
tion from sin and our participation in the
cleansing of the sanctuary.

"God is not the author of confusion,
but of peace. But Satan is a vigilant,
unsleeping foe, ever at work upon human
minds, seeking a soil in which he can sow
his tares. If he finds any whom he can
press into his service, he will suggest
ideas and false theories, and make them
zealous in advocating error. The truth not
only converts, but works the purification
of its receiver. Jesus has warned us to
beware of false teachers." Testimonies to
Ministers, 54.

Laodicea, at present, is wasting con-
siderable amounts of her time, human
resources and financial means on the
operation of the branches of the Lord's
work contrary to His directions. This dis-
obedience to God has caused resulting
blindness. We are presently misusing
further resources in the promulgation of
false beliefs. God has caused (permitted)
the false doctrine that we can be saved in
disobedience to come in among us to
shake and purify His people. God has
caused (permitted) heresies to come in to
test our love for the truth. These doctrinal
errors will prove the ruin of many.

"If all that appears to be divine life were
such in reality; if all who profess to present
the truth to the world were preaching for the
truth and not against it, and if they were
men of God guided by His Spirit-then
might we see something cheering amid the
prevailing moral darkness. But the spirit of
Antichrist is prevailing to such an extent as
never before. Well may we exclaim: 'Help,

Lord; for the godly man ceaseth; for the
faithful fail from among the children of
men.' Psalm 12:1. I know that many think
far too favorably of the present time. These
ease-loving souls will be engulfed in the
general ruin. Yet we do not despair." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 79-80.

The message to Laodicea wounds only
that it might heal. Rather than drive us to
despair, it is to lead us to repentance,

revival and reformation. God's message to
us is to provide us with heavenly eyesalve
that we may see our true condition. Light
from God with spiritual discernment is full
and ample and only awaits our demand. We
are assured that those who make use of it
will triumph at last. The entrance of heresy
and apostasy into our own ranks will in the
end be used ofGod to reveal tmth even that
much brighter.

"Light from God is full and ample,
waiting our demand upon it. Whatever
blessings the Lord may give, He has an
infinite supply beyond, an inexhaustible
store from which we may draw. Skepti-
cism may treat the sacred claims of the
gospel with jests, scoffing, and denial.
The spirit of worldliness may contaminate
the many and control the few; the cause of
God may hold its ground only by great
exertion and continual sacrifice, yet it will
triumph finally." Ibid., 71.

God is purifying to Himself a people.
The entrance of doctrinal heresies is the
first phase of the shaking of Adventism
and its purpose is to prepare those without
a love of the truth to be sifted out during
the third phase of the shaking which will
leave the church with that unity for which
Christ prayed. His people must be in unity
of truth before they can receive the latter-
rain power to give the loud cry.

"The last prayer that Christ offered for
His disciples before His trial was that they
might be one in Him. Satan is determined
that this oneness shall not be; for it is the
strongest witness that can be borne that
God gave His Son to reconcile the world to
Heaven. But the union for which Christ
prayed must exist among God's people
before He can bestow on the church the
enlargement and power that He longs to
bestow on it." Review and Herald, May 12,
1903.

In future articles we will study the other
means that God will use (allow) to shake
and sift His people, purifying them from
disobedience and apostasy, fitting them to
give the third angel's message to every
nation, kindred, tongue and people, and
thus ushering in Christ's kingdom of glory.
That each one of us will be among that
group is to be our goal and our prayer. 0
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UPON the crystal sea before the
throne, that sea of glass as it were
mingled with fire-so resplend-

ent is it with the glory of God-are
gathered the company that have 'gotten
the victory over the beast, and over his
image, and over his mark, and over the
number of his name.' With the Lamb
upon Mount Zion, 'having the harps of
God,' they stand, the hundred and forty
and four thousand that were redeemed
from among men; and there is heard, as
the sound of many waters, and as the
sound of a great thunder, 'the voice of
harpers harping with their harps.' And
they sing' a new song' before the throne, a
song which no man can learn save the
hundred and forty and four thousand. It is
the song of Moses and the Lamb-a song
of deliverance. None but the hundred and
forty-four thousand can learn that song;
for it is the song of their experience-an
experience such as no other company
have ever had. 'These are they which
follow the Lamb whithersoever He
goeth.' Revelation 15:2-3; 14:1-5." The
Great Controversy, 648-649.
Brothers and sisters, what a picture the

Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy paint in
regard to that special group that we know
as the one hundred and forty-four thou-
sand! They have special characteristics
that make them different from any other

group of people who have ever lived upon
this earth. They are an end-time people
who never taste of death. Just think, you
and I have the opportunity of being
among this very special group. In fact,
Ellen White tells us that we should "strive
with all the power that God has given us
to be among the hundred and forty-four
thousand." Maranatha, 241. I pray that
this article will encourage you to so strive.

Not only John the Apostle, but also
Ellen White, our modern-day prophet,
was given a vision of the one hundred
forty-four thousand. Both visions showed
the special group, not on earth during the
great tribulation that they will have to
pass through, but in heaven after this great
controversy is ended. Ellen White'5 vision
was also connected with other worlds that
have never fallen. What a joy it was for
Sister White to view the scenery, the
people, the fruits of these unfallen worlds!
After such a view, Ellen White did not
want to return to this earth. Listen to her
conversation with her companion angel:
"I begged of my attending angel to let me
remain in that place. I could not bear the
thought of coming back to this dark world
again. Then the angel said, 'You must go
back, and if you are faithful, you, with the
144,000 shall have the privilege of visit-
ing all the worlds and viewing the handi-
work ofGod.' " TheAdventistHome, 543.

I have lived adjacent to Yellowstone
National Park, and then directly across
from Glacier National Park, and now I
look out at Mount Rainier (when it is not
hidden by clouds). God has allowed cer-
tain beauty to be preserved for us in our
fallen states. But that beauty does not
even begin to compare with what God has
for us in the new heaven and the new
earth. In fact it must look dark and dreary
in comparison. "But as it is written, Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that
love him." 1 Corinthians 2:9.

Recently I listened to a lecture by a
creation scientist. He shared with the
people certain evidences which exist to
prove creation over evolution. He also
spoke of a model of what this earth might
have been like before the Flood. Some
scientists now feel that the earth was
created with a water shield at approxi-
mately 11 miles above the surface of the
earth and that this theory is in accordance
with Genesis 1:6-7. This shield would
have served several functions, one of
which would have been to magnify the
stars to the view of the people on the
earth. They speculate that before the
Flood, people would have been able to see
the individual colors of the separate stars.
The temperature of the whole earth at that
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Those in the Seventh-day Adventist Church
who lived before us could have had the

experience of being the group that welcomed
Jesus back to this earth at His second coming.
They could have been the 144,000.

time would have been 78 degrees Fahren-
heit in the day and 72 degrees Fahrenheit
at night. Also, because of the shield
around the earth, the atmospheric pressurc
and oxygen levels would have been
greater than they are now, perhaps provid-
ing a more suitable environment for the
dinosaur. Today, it has been shown that
under greater atmospheric pressure and
oxygen content, not only does healing
take place quicker, but fruits and vegeta-
bles grow much bigger, especially if the
ultraviolet rays of the sun are filtered out
as they would have been then.
Friends, can you imagine what it must

have been like for Noah, as he stepped
from the ark into a post-Flood world. Like
Ellen White, he could not go back. Butthe
good news is, we can all go forward with
God and enter in to this great experience
of a new heaven and a new earth where,
by the way, there will be no morc tears.
Sce Revelation 21:1-4 and Revelation
7:16-17. What waits for us is beyond our
wildest imagination. Do you not want to
be there? [do.

Ellen White tells us that those in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church who lived
before us could have had the experience
of being the group that welcomed Jesus
back to this earth at His second coming.
They could have been the 144,000.
"Upon us is shining the accumulated

light of past ages. The record of [srael's
forgetfulness has been preserved for our
enlightenment. [n this age God has sct His
hand to gather unto Himself a people from
every nation, kindred, and tongue. In the
Advent movement He has wrought for
His heritage, even as He wrought for the
[sraelites in leading them from Egypt. [n
the great disappointment of 1844 the faith
of His people was tested as was that of the
Hebrews at the Red Sea. Had the Advent-
ists in the early days still trusted to the
guiding hand that had been with them in
their past experience, they would have
seen the salvation of God. If all who had
labored unitedly in the work of 1844 had
received the third angel's message and
proclaimed it in the power of the Holy
Spirit, the Lord would have wrought
mightily with their efforts. A flood of light
would have been shed upon the world.
Years ago the inhabitants of the earth
would have been warned, the closing
work would have been completed, and
Christ would have come for the redemp-
tion of His people." Testimonies, vol. 8,
115-116.
Today we are given several reasons

why the Lord has not come. In The Great
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Controversy, 458, we are advised: "In
mercy to the world, Jesus delays His
coming, that sinners may have an oppor-
tunity to hear the warning and find in Him
a shelter before the wrath of God shall be
poured out."

We are then told in Evangelism, 696:
"We may have to remain here in this world
because of insubordination many more
years as did the children of [srael. ... It is
the unbelief, the worldliness, unconsecra-
tion, and strife among the Lord's professed
people that have kept us in this world of sin
and sorrow so many years." And then in
Testimonies, vol. 5, page 94, we read: "The
sin of ancient Israel was in disregarding the

expressed will of God and following their
own way according to the leadings of
unsanctified hearts. Modern Israel arc fast
following in their footsteps, and the dis-
pleasure of the Lord is as surely resting
upon them."

Brothers and sisters, I am here to tell
you that God is preparing a people. I see
them in small groups as Elder Spear and I
travel throughout the world-people who
arc serious about their relationship with
Jesus Christ, people who arc striving to be
among the 144,000. God is waiting for His
character to be reproduced in His people
and then He will return to take them home.
See Christ's Object Lessons, 69.

But Satan is not inactive, even within
the borders of our church. Recently, a
well-known liberal Adventist author was
interviewed by William Johnsson, the edi-
tor of the Adventist Review, on the Review
program broadcast on 3ABN. This author
was asked about perfection. He said that as
a pastor he had been unable to attain
perfection. He went on to state that he had
not seen perfection in any other person's
life. He then alluded to the doctrine of
Christian perfection as being a "bunch of
baloney." Others in the church tell us that
we will continue sinning until Jesus comes.

Many of these men are basing their
theology on their experience rather than
on the Bible. As Augustine, who came up

with the doctrine of original sin because
he could not escape his liking for the
ladies, when they do not seem to ex-
perience victory over sin in their own
lives, they rule out the doctrine. Their
belief is based on their own faulty ex-
perience, rather than on faith in God's
promises of victory. Lacking the neces-
sary faith, they cannot obey God's will,
including keeping the Sabbath.

Listen to what the final experience of
this group will be, unless they are con-
verted. "Then I was shown a company
who were howling in agony. On their
garments was written in large characters,
'Thou art weighed in the balance, and

found wanting.' [asked who this company
were. The angel said, 'These are they who
have once kept the Sabbath and have
given it up.' rheard them cry with a loud
voice, 'We have believed in Thy coming,
and taught it with energy.' And while they
were speaking, their eyes would fall upon
their garments and see the writing, and
then they would wail aloud. I saw that
they had drunk of the deep waters, and
fouled the residue with their feet-trod-
den the Sabbath underfoot-and that was
why they were weighed in the balance and
found wanting. JJ Early Writings, 36.
Once someone turns to experience

rather than faith for interpreting the Bible,
then they will find in the Bible verses to
back their experience even though they do
so by misuse. Romans 7thus becomes one
of the most misused texts of Scripture
where Paul says, "For that which I do I
allow not: for what [ would, that do I not;
but what I hate, that do I." Romans 7:15.
We are told by some that this is the
experience of the converted man. But the
converted man lives in the Spirit and
allows Jesus to work in him to do that
which is right. Sec Romans 8.

The Christian needs to live by faith. If
we look at our experience to determine
OUI theology, we will rise no higher in our
Christian walk than our initial experience
allows. It becomes easy for Satan to show



Ellen White tells us to strive to be among the
144,000. May we move forward in faith,

knowing that God has promised and that He is
able to deliver on those promises, no matter
what our experience has been in the past.

us that we are erring, fallible people and
that Christian perfection is not attainable
by any ofus.

But what about the 144,000? Who are
they? Let us look at them a little closer.
Have we truly understood what it takes in
order to be a people prepared for Christ's
second coming? And even beyond the
understanding, have we put into practical
application that understanding?

We know that God, in the book of
Revelation, speaks of a very special
group that will be made up in the last
days, just prior to the second coming.
This group is referred to as the onc
hundred forty-four thousand in Revela-
tion 7 and in Revelation 14. Those found
in this group are described as "virgins,"
"which follow the Lamb whithersoever
He goeth." Ellen White says of them,
"But all who follow the Lamb in heaven
will first have followed Him on earth, in
trustful, loving, willing obedience, fol-
lowed Him not fretfully and capriciously,
but confidently, truthfully, as the flock
follows the shepherd." Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 424.

They are described further as being
without guile in their mouths and being
"without fault before the throne of God."
The prophet says, "They bore the signet of
heaven. They reflected the image of God.
They were full of the light and the glory of
the Holy One. Tfwe would have the image
and superscription of God upon us, we
must scparate ourselves from all iniquity.
We must forsake every evil way. and then
we must trust our cases in the hands of
Christ. While we 3fC working out our own
salvation with fear and trembling, God
will work in us to will and to do of His
own good pleasure." The Seventh-dayAd-
ventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 978.
Nl those who are saved will be con-

sidered perfect in the sight ofGod. Perfec-
tion is a relative term as we shall see.

In Matthew 5:48, we are commanded,
((Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect."

Ellen White in commenting on this verse
in The Desire ofAges, 311 states, "God's
ideal for His children is higher than the
highest human thought can reach. 'Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect.' This com-
mand is a promise. The plan of redemp-
tion contemplates our complete recovery
from the power of Satan. Christ always
separates the contrite soul from sin. He

came to destroy the works of the devil,
and He has made provision that the Holy
Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant
soul to keep him from sinning."

The Greek word for perfect in this
Bible passage is "teleios,u which means
"complete." One Greek lexicon says that
teleios refers to "one who has attained the
moral end, the goal for which he was
intended, namely a man obedient in
Christ. It may be true, though, that having
reached this attainment, other and rugher
ends will open up before rum in order to
have Christ fonned in him more and
more." In other words, he is considered as
one living up to the light he has, but new
light will continually be opening before
him for his Christian growth. His perfec-
tion is relative to the light he has, whereas
God's perfection is absolute because He
has all light.
Jesus uses the same term in speaking

to the rich young ruler in Matthew 19:21,
telling him that: "If thou wilt be perfect,
go and sell that thou hast and give to the
poor." Paul uses teleios in Romans 12:2 in
speaking of the "perfect will of God," in
Colossians 1:28 stating that "we may
present every man perfect in Jesus
Christ," and again in Colossians 4:12
when he speaks of laboring for people that
they "may stand perfect and complete in
all the will of God." Tn James 3:2 we read
that a man that can bridle his tongue is a
teleios or perfect man for he is also able to
control his whole body.

At a time when Satan's deceptions
will be greatest God is looking for a
people that will live up to all the light they

have, a teleios people, a people that are
pure in their religion, virgins without
guile in their mouths, faultless before the
throne of God-the 144,000.

The Bible is full of verses speaking of
attainments in the Christian walk of living
without sin in our lives. See the promises
and requirements made to all of the seven
churches of Revelation. Remember
Christ's command, "Be ye perfect even as
your Father in heaven is perfect." Mat-
thew 5:48. The promise is that even
though in our own strength we cannot be
perfect, we can in God's power working
in our lives, reach the ideal God wants us
to atlain. We can be perfect. Those that so
atlain in these last days will make up the
144,000.
The question is asked, "Why were

they (the 144,0(0) so specially singled
out? Because they had to stand with a
wonderful truth right before the whole
world, and receive their opposition, and
while receiving this opposition they were
to remember that they were sons and
daughters of God, that they must have
Christ formed within them the hope of
glory. They were ever keeping in view the
great and blessed hope that is before them.
What is it? It is an eternal weight of glory.
Nothing could surpass it." Sermons and
Talks,72.
"Those who are living upon the earth

when the intercession of Christ shall cease
in the sanctuary above, are to stand in the
sight of a holy God without a mediator.
Their robes must be spotless, their charac-
ters must be purified from sin by the blood
of sprinkling. Through the grace of God
and their own diligent effort, they must be
conquerors in the battle with evil." The
Great Controversy, 425.

It is your choice. Will you seek to
follow all the loving counsel God has
given us in both the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy? You can do so only in the
strength of God. And that comes only as
day by day you commit to spend time
with God through prayer, Bible study and
the study of the writings of Ellen White,
and then you actually experience that
commitment. You must also abandon the
world and its enticements in order to give
the throne of your life to Jesus Christ. Self
must be surrendered.

Remember, Ellen White tells us to
strive to be among the 144,000. May we
move forward in faith, knowing that God
has promised and that He is able to deliver
on those promises, no matter what our
experience has been in the past.

Come soon, Lord Jesus! 0
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powerful, clothed with the armory of
Heaven, come to the help of the fainting,
pursued soul, the angels of darkness fall
back, well knowing that their battle is lost,
and that one more soul is escaping from
the power of their influence.
Prayer is the Christian's life. There is a

remedy for the sin-sick soul, and that
remedy is in Jesus. Precious Saviour! His
grace is sufficient for the weakest, and the
strongest must have His help or perish. A
Christian has victory over his passions
and besetments. I would not dishonor my
Master so much as to admit that a care-
less, trifling, prayerless person is a Chris-
tian. It is the privilege of the Christian to
enjoy the deep movings of the Spirit of
God. A sweet, heavenly peace will per-
vade his mind. He will love to meditate
upon God and Heaven, and to feast upon
the glorious promises of the written Word.

But how shall this victory over the
world be obtained? Go to your closet, dear
reader, and there plead with God: "Create
in me a clean heart, 0 God; and renew a
right spirit within me." Psalm 51:10. Be in
earnest; be sincere; Jacob-like, wrestle in
prayer. Do not leave your closet until you
feel strong in God. Remain until unuttera-
ble longings for salvation are awakened in
your heart, and the sweet evidence is
obtained of pardoned sin. Then when you

foe, and dependent upon divine grace for
strength to overcome, have our whole
souls stirred to wrestle with God. The
language of our souls should be, "I will
not let thee go, except thou bless me."
Genesis 32:26. But many have allowed
their hearts to become overcharged with
the cares of this life, and God and His
Word have been neglected.
The subjects ofSatan, although they hate

and war with ODe another, are active and
united in the one object of destroying souls.
They are vigilant in improving every oppor-
tunity to advance their common interest, and
war against the kingdom of Christ. But He
who is the great Commander in Heaven and
on earth, has limited their power.

Satan is ever ready to insinuate that
prayer is a mere fonn, and avails us
nothing. He cannot bear to have his
powerful rival appealed to. At the sound
of fervent prayer, the hosts of darkness
tremble. Fearing that their captive may
escape, they form a wall around him, that
Heaven's light may not reach his soul. But
if in his distress and helplessness the
sinner looks to Jesus, pleading the merits
of His blood, our compassionate Re-
deemer listens to the earnest, persevering
prayer of faith, and sends to his deliver-
ance a reinforcement of angels that excel
in strength. And when these angels, all-

I Ellen G. White I

THE eyes of the Lord are over the
righteous, and his ears are open
unto their prayers." Psalm 34:15.

We are told that Elijah "was a man
subject to like passions as we are, and he
prayed earnestly" (James 5:17), and his
prayer was answered. A royal decree was
signed in the courts of Babylon, that if for
thirty days any man asked a petition of
any God or man, save of Darius the king,
he should be cast into the lions' den; but
Daniel, notwithstanding he knew of the
decree, failed not to pray three times a
day, with his windows open toward
Jerusalem, as he had done before the
decree was made; and the God whom he
served continually delivered him out of
the power of the lions. These holy men
knew the value of communion with God.

When Jesus was upon earth, and
walked a man among the children of men,
He prayed, and oh, how earnest were His
prayers! How often He spent the whole
night upon the damp, cold ground, in
agonizing supplication! And yet He was
the beloved and sinless Son of God. If
Jesus felt the necessity of communion
with His Father, and manifested so much
earnestness in calling upon Him, how
much more should we, whom He has
called to be heirs of salvation, who are
subject to the fiery temptations of the wily
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Do not leave your closet until you feel
strong in God. Remain until unutterable

longings for salvation are awakened in your
heart, and the sweet evidence is obtained of
pardoned sin.

The work of gaining salvation is one of copartnership, a joint
operation. There is to be co-operation between God and the
repentant sinner. This is necessary for the formation of right
principles in the character. Man is to make earnest efforts to

overcome that which hinders him from attaining to perfecfion. But
he is wholly dependent upon God for success. Human effort of
itself is not sufficient. Without the aid of divine power it avails

nothing. God works and man works. Resistance of temptation must
come from man, who must draw his power from God.

The Acts of the Apostles, 482.

leave your closet, watch; and so long as
you watch and pray, the grace of God will
appear in your life.

In no case neglect secret prayer; for it is
the soul of religion. If you expect salvation,
you must pray. Take time. Be not hurried
and careless in your prayers. Intercede with
God to work in you a thorough reformation,
that the fruits of the Spirit may dwell in you,
and that, by your godly life, you may shine
as a light in the world. When you sincerely
feel thatwithout the help ofGod you perish,
when you pant after Him as the hart panteth
after the water-brooks, then will the Lord

strengthen you speedily, and you will have
that peace that passeth understanding.

While you pray that you may not be led
into temptation, remember that your work
does not endwith the prayer. You must then
answer your own prayer as far as possible,
by resisting temptation, and leave that
which you cannot do for yourselves for
Jesus to do for you. We cannot be too
guarded in our words and deportment, lest
we invite the enemy to approach us with his
temptations. With the Word of God for our
guide, and Jesus for our heavenly Teacher,
we need not be ignorant of the divine
requirements or of Satan's devices. And it
will be no unpleasant task to be obedient to
the will of God, when we yield ourselves
fully to be directed by His Spirit.

Pray in the family. Morning and eve-
ning obtain the victory at your family altar.
Let not your daily labor keep you from this
duty. Take time to pray. And as you pray,
believe that God hears you, have faith
mixed with your prayers. Let faith take hold
of the blessing, and it is yours.

In the moming the Christian's first
thoughts should be of God. Come before
Him with humility, with a heart full of
tenderness, and with a sense of the tempta-
tions and dangers that surround yourself and
your children. Morning and evening, by
earnest prayer and persevering faith, make a
hedge about your children. Patiently instruct
them; kindly and untiringly teach them how
to live so that they may please God.

Teach your children reverence for
God and the hour of prayer. The Lord our
God is holy, and His name is to be treated
with great reverence. Angels are dis-
pleased and disgusted with the irreverent
manner in which the name of God, the
great Jehovah, is sometimes used in
prayer. They mention that name with the
greatest awe, even veiling their faces
when they speak the name of God; the
name of Christ also is sacred, and is
spoken with the greatest reverence. And
those who in their prayers use the name of
God in a common and flippant manner,

have no sense of the exalted character of
God, of Christ, or of heavenly things.

Pray in faith. "This is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith."
1 John 5:4. Prevailing prayer is the prayer
of living faith; it takes God at His word,
and claims His promises. Feeling has
nothing to do with faith. When faith
brings the blessing to your heart, and you
rejoice in the blessing, then it is no more
faith, but feeling. How strange it is that
men will put confidence in the word of
their fellow men, and yet find it so hard to
exercise living faith in God! The promises
are ample; why not accept them just as
they read? "He that spared not his own
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how

shall he not with him also freely give us
all things?" Romans 8:32.

Every petition that is offered to God in
faith, and with a true heart, will be an-
swered. Such prayer is never lost; but to
claim that it will always be answered in
the very way and for the particular thing
that we desire, is presumption. God is too
wise to err, and too good to withhold any
good thing from them that walk uprightly.
Then do not fear to trust Him even though
you do not see the immediate answer to
your prayers. Rely upon His sure promise,
"Ask, and ye shall receive." John 16:24.

Fervent and effectual prayer will be
regarded in Heaven. It is the privilege of
Christians to obtain strength from God to
hold every precious gift of His Spirit. The
power of God has not decreased. His
grace and His Spirit will be just as freely
bestowed now as formerly. It is the church
of God that have lost their faith to claim,
their energy to wrestle, as did Jacob,
crying, U[ will not let thee go, except thou
bless me." Enduring faith has been dying
away, and must be revived in the hearts of
God's people. There must be a claiming of
the blessing of God. Living faith always
bears upward to God and glory; unbelief,
downward to darkness and death.

"To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne." Revelation 3:21. We
can overcome, fully, entirely. Jesus died to
make a way of escape for us, that by
prevailing prayer by His grace, we might
overcome every temptation, every subtle
snare of the adversary, and at last sit down
with Him in His kingdom. 0

The Signs of the Times, November 18,
1886.
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A Waco Connection?
Continued from 17

church members and lcaders whose per-
sonal zeal has blinded their spiritual under-
standing; when they try to manipulate the
minds of the people to ereate disaffection
toward those with whom they disagree, to
portray them as Uscditious, heretical, or
schizmatic," and do not realize the possible
loss of many souls from the turning of the
people from receiving precious. vital and
saving truth; then we must speak up to set
the record straight.

Sister White's recommendations for
this type of action are worthy of serious
consideration: I'When man assails his fel-
low men, and presents in a ridiculous light
those whom God has appointed to do
work for Him, we would not be doing
justice to the accusers, or to those who are
misled by their accusations should we
keep silent, leaving the people to think
that their brethren and sisters, in whom
they have had confidence. are no longer
worthy of their love and fellowship.

"This work, arising in our very midst,
and resembling the work of Korah.
Dathan, and Abiram is an offense to God,
and should be met. And on every point the

accusers should be called upon to bring
their proof. Every charge should be care-
fully investigated; it should not be left in
any uncertain way. the people should not
be left to think it may be or it may not be."
Selected Messages, book 3, 348.

"When men endanger the work and
cause of God by their own wrong course
of action, shall they hear no voice of
reproof? If the wrongdoer only were con-
cerned, and the work reached no farther
than him, he alone should have the words
of warning but when his course of action
is doing positive harm to the cause of
truth, and souls are imperiled, God re-
quires that the warning be as broad as the
injury done." Ibid., book 2, 153.
Dear reader, as we accept the risks of

being misunderstood and being misrepre-
sented for truth's sake, let us not forget
that "the great obstacle both to the accept-
ance and to the promulgation of truth is
the fact that it involves inconvenience and
reproacb. This is the only argument
against the truth which its advocates have
never been able to refute. But this does
lIot deter the true followers of Christ.
These do not wait for truth to become
popula/:" The Great Controversy, 460.

Rather than waiting in Laodicean com-
placeney for truth to become popular, let us
proceed to conless Jesus Christ and the
principles ofHis Word. But let us be sure that
we do not allow the agencies of darkness to
distort our sacred and solemn mission of
vindicating God's character in our liVes,
church and nation. Our conlession of Christ
is not a suicidal undertaking as was that of
David Koresh and his followers. We need not
develop a martyr's paranoid complex and
become victims of our feeble minds, per-
verted zeal, confused theology, and cor-
rupted behavior. "If ye be reproached for the
name ofChrist, happy are ye; for the spirit of
glory and of God resteth upon you: on their
part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he
is glorified. But let none of you suffer as a
murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as
abusybody in other men'smatters. Yet ifany
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this
behalf." 1 Peter 4:14-16.

May Christ help us to conless His
name by a pure, compassionate and holy
life. May the Lord keep us truthful to His
cause despite Ihe consequences. This is
my prayer. Amen and Amen. 0

The Adventist Roundtable Series
The complele series is also available on audio cas-

settes for $2.50 per tape, or $40 for Ihe 20-tape set.
Please add 10% ($1.50 minimum) for shipping.

Washington residents add 7.5% sales tax.

Video # Topics
Tapes 1 & 2 • The ShalUng of Adventism, Parts 1-3

• The Omega of Apostasy

Tapes 3 & 4 • The Three Angels' Messages, Parts 1-4

Tape 5 • Satan's Personation of Christ
• Cry Aloud, Spare Not

• Has Ihe New Theology raised old doubts, and do
you not know how to respond to doubts when
you hear Ihem from olhers?

• Do you love Ihe Word of God and appreciate the
present lruth He has given to His church of the
last days?

• Do you want to learn more aboul this mes-
sage, going deep into the practical, mean-
ingful areas of Chrislianity withoul becom-
ing entangled in all the minutiae?
If your answer is Yes to one or more of

these questions, you need the (new)Advent-
ist Roundtable Series, a 20-hour video
presenlalion of the very essence of Seventh-
day Advenlism.
Ron Spear, Colin and Russell Standish, and

Ray DeCarlo provide answers to the vital ques-
tions in Advenlism today. You and your
friends will be inspired as they share the en-
couraging truths of historic Adventism.
You may purchase Ihese video tapes from

Hope International individually at $20 per
tape or as a set of 10 for $120.
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Tape 6

Tape 7

TapeS

Tape 9

Tape 10

• Original Sin
• The 1888 Message-Its Acceptance and Rejection

• The Spirit of Propheey and the Adventist Church
• Adventist Standards

• The Sanetuary, Parts 1 & 2

• Revelation 13, Parts 1 & 2

• Spiritualism
• Creation vs. Evolution



Bylk mailing rates (lOf mailing to everyone served by
a Zip code): 42¢ Ibook, plus $10 IZip code.
Please spscify:
- City, state, and zip code to maj) to \'I!
• Approximate number of pieces to be mailed
- Phone number of Post Office
• Your address and phone number

The Great Controversy

Price:
1-9 books: $4.50 ea.
11)..49: $3.75 ea.
50+: $2.95 ea.

How can Adventists arrest the
attention of a society drunk with
materialism? Try this special, at·
tractively-packaged, unabridged
edition of The Greal Con-
troversy, with the following fea-
tures:

• Attractive, 4-color glossy cover
• 4-Color illustrations throughout
.81/2 by ll-inch format
• Perfect for canvassing ($11.95
suggested retail price)

• Ideal fOllow-up for Bible studies,
newspaper ads, etc.

• Great for personal witnessing

Final war?'Plioe includes deliverylo U,S.
destinaHons;"200 books ICllse

For delivery to your
home:'
1-10 copies: $1.50 ea.
11-199 copies: 75¢
1-5 cases"; 5O¢
6-14 cases: 4S¢
15-25 cases: 38¢
25-250 cases: 36¢
251+ cases: 35¢

• Eye-catching
4-color cover;
112 pages;
xBt inches

• Contains
abridged versions
of thirteen of the
most important
chapters of The
Great Controversy

• Designed to
create a desire
for the full version
which is colortully
advertised on the
back cover

The Sanctuary and Health Reform

YOU MAY PURCHASE these messages on VHS
video tapes or audio cassettes from Hope Inter-
national. Save money by buying complete sets.

[ndividual video tapes may be ordered for $20 per tape;
individual audio tapes are $2.50 each.

Please add 10% ($1.50 minimum) for shipping.
Washington residents add 7.5% sales tax.

Do WE REALLY UNDERSTAND WHY God gave the
health-reform message to the Seventh-day Adventist
people? Many of us have believed these instructions

were given mainly to enable us to have longer, healthier lives.
We need to be aware of God's ultimate purpose in giving
specific directions for our conduct in these areas and why
He instructed us to be, not merely missionaries, but
medical missionaries.

[n the tapes listed below, Dr. Phil Collins explains
why and how health reform is an integral part of the third
angel's message. Dr. Collins holds a Ph.D. in Health
Science from Lorna Linda University and is a health
educator employed by Park Ridge (SDA) Hospital. You
and your family will find vital information contained in
these presentations. They are especially important for
persons raising small children in this temptation-
saturated world.

Spirit of Prophecy since his middle teens. In this series of
presentations he shares with us insights gleaned from his years of
study into the sanctuary and its meaning for us in these last days.
Without these understandings we will one day find ourselves
adrift, a ship without an anchor, unable to explain to an asking
world why we are Seventh-day Adventists. We urge you to hear
his messages and share them with others so that we may all be
prepared for the testing days ahead.

Tape 2

Tape 2

Topics
Bob lorgensen: Video tapes: $50/set; Audio tapes: $14/set
Tape 1 • Present Truth and Present Need

• Our Cornerstone
• The Sanctuary and the Great Controversy
• The Sanctuary and Testing Truth

Tape 3 • [s the Sanctuary Truth Practical? (1 hour)
Tape 4 • The Sanctuary and the Advent Movement, Part 1, 2
Phil Colljns: Video tapes: $40/set; Audio tapes: $12/set
Tape 1 • What is a Health Reformer?

• What is a Medical Missionary?
• Health Refonn and the Third Angel's Message
• Health Reform and Character Development
• Roots of Intemperance
• What [s Your Price?

Tape 3

THE PR[MARY CONCEPT which differentiates Seventh-
day Adventists from other denominations is our sanctuary
doctrine. But how many of us truly understand the full

import of the sanctuary message? How many of us know why it
makes our church fundamentally different from other Protestant
denominations? If we do not understand the meaning of the
sanctuary ourselves, then we cannot share it with others. It is time
we came to grips with the full impact of our God-given sanctuary
teaching, the message that drew our pioneers together and made
us a people.

Few people have studied the sanctuary as has Bob Jorgensen,
founder and director of Medical Missionary Press in Marshall,
North Carolina. Bob has been an avid student of the Bible and the
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CampMeeting1993
is coming (July 28-August 1). Please plan to join us.

Speakers will include Bill Stringfellow, Ron Spear, Colin andRussell Standish,
Jim Hohnberger, Ray DeCarlo, andNorberto Restrepo.
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Please note: Spanish meetings will also be conducted on
the grounds in our camp-meeting tent. This will be our first
bilingual camp meeting. Invite yourSpanish friends!

First Meeting
Wednesday
7:30p.M.

I f you plan to attend the Eatonville camp meeting, and wish to stay on ourgrounds, you are more than welcome. We ask that you write or call to make a
reservation. We do not expect a shortage of room, but we need to have this
information in order to make the best use of our facilities. Water and restrooms will S I .Ju
be available at several locations on the grounds. There will be limited shower eatt e '-'V-_J
facilities, but hookups for water, sewer, and electricity are not available. Please plan
on areal campmeeting.

Asusual, there will be no charge for staying on our campus, but we cannot
provide either lodging or food except in very unusual circumstances. Please

do not take it for granted that we will be able to provide special services for those
who need them. Instead, please call and let us know what your needs are.
We will do our best to accommodate all who desire to attend, but,
unfortunately, there are limits to what our staff can undertake during the
hustle and bustle of camp meeting.

I f you do not plan to stay on our grounds, you need notmake a reservation with us. You should, however, make
reservations ahead of time at the hotel or motel of your
choice. The following may be of some assistance:
Mill VdlagcMotcl-2 miles south of Hope International. Call (206)
832-3200. Motel PuyaUup-2S miles north of Hope International.
Call (206) 845-8825. Northwest Motor Inn-25 miles north of
Hope International. Call (206) 841·2600. Eagle'S NestMold-IO
miles south of Hope International. Call (206) 569-2533. La Grunde
Hotel and RV Park-lO miles south of Hope International. Call
(206) 832-6643.

Hope International
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed


